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CAST
ABBY HOWARD - f, African American, 20's, hails from Riato, Cdifornia. Desperate
but resourceful. Busy tracing her family line. An "Antiques Roadtrip™ gppraiser accused
of fraud. Guilty or innocent? Read on. M OTTO: "Know the Vaue of Everything,
Especidly Family."

SAVANNAH HILL - f, African American, 30’'s-40's, lesbian, partnered with Ddlig a
grade-school teacher. Hails from M emphis. A preacher's daughter. Tennessee accent,
which shetightens up (code switches) for Opa Anne. Misused and damn near fed up.
M OTTO: "Fit in. M &ke do. Fuck these people.”

ROCHELLE ASHWORTH —f, white, 50's. Ambitious lawyer, fighter, lesbian, origndly
from Blades, Delaware (the North). She classifies hersdf as an outsider. Cameto
Tennessee for love. Dumped, she stay s for spite, determined to grow her business.
Seriously on the hustle regarding her career. Sandard US accent. MOTTO: "No oneis
innocent.”

OPAL ANNEHATCHETT —f, white, 50's-60's. Old-school Southern matriarch who
hosts Civil War re-enactments on her estate. Tennessee accent. Trump voter, amember of
Richard Spoencer's pro-white movement. A big-time fan of the 19th century and its vaues,
Opad Annes got no patience for white guilt. Tennessee accent. M OTTO: "The South
Shdl RiseAgain.”

SETTING
Collierville, Shelby County, TN, February, 2017. The Law Offices of Bright & Ashworth.

PLEASE NOTE: The pace of thediadogueis fast.

- a theend of aline of dialogue indicates a cutoff.

/in dialogue indicates the spot where the next character to speak begns spesking.
[dialoguein italics, in brackets] indicates unfinished dialogue, and isn't spoken.
(beat) is ashort pause, like an extrabreath.

"A moment” is alonger pause where unspoken communication passes between characters.
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ACT ONE.

In darkness, far-off battle sounds of the Civil
War, dissolvingto the Confederate version of
the"Battle Cry of Freedom." M usic ends with a
quick LIGHT SUP on a conference room. T able
and chairs, anotepad and pens, ABBY's legd
casefile, SAVANNAH's briefcase. Thereis a
small intercom which plugs into the table, coat
rack, and apartly full trash can. ABBY and
SAVANNAH aeinthemiddle of a
conversation.

SAVANNAH
Right now, you need to be concentratin' on the present: on your current-day predicament.

ABBY
/ But-

SAVANNAH
As| sad, | will help you find your third great-grandmother-

ABBY
Named "Abigal," like me.

SAVANNAH
"Abigal." Right.

ABBY

To find her, | need to borrow that scrgpbook.

SAVANNAH
| will help you! But thisisn't thetime. | won't be a the Family History Library again 'til
next week.

ABBY
I'm making it my full-timejob to find her .... just as soon as | win this case.

SAVANNAH
Don't let your mouth write checks your butt can't cash. Thisisn't Los Angeles. You're
bein' sued by apowerful whitewoman in Shelby County, Tennessee. In fact, you are
about to be like Shadrack, M eshach, and A bednego, waking face-first into the pit of fire.
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ABBY
| don't know- [who that is] .

SAVANNAH
Thetrio of believers. From Daniel? Broke an unjust law, and got thrown into the fiery
furnace by Nebuchadnezzar!

ABBY
Isthat from "Lord of the Rings?

SAVANNAH
(Gives up) Trackin' down afamily member back to slave-era Tennesseeisn't easy. Right /
now-

ABBY
I'm so close, now that | know Abigall landed as afree person a Camp Neson, in 1864.
(beat) Camp Neson. That's in Kentucky.

SAVANNAH
Don't school me, Abby. Besides, you've got bigger fish to fry. You can't research your
family's linefrom ajail cell.

ABBY
I'm not facingjal time: M ister Bright said. (beat) So, you work at the Library, what, part-
time?

SAVANNAH
Every other Tuesday and Friday nights. You have piqued my interest, | must admit. |
have alittle birdie working on that scrapbook; to seeif we can turn up "Abigail."

ABBY
Thank you. It would mean everythingto me.

SAVANNAH
It can be knock-down, drag-out overwheming diggn' up the past. (beat.) Now, let's tak
about you. Youriot?

ABBY
Excuse me?



Milton: Bamboozled. 2/26/2018 4

SAVANNAH
When folks riot out therein Los Angdles. You riot? (emphasizingthe "t")

ABBY
Do you mean, "protest?'

SAVANNAH
When the Lakers win the championship and theré's cars goin’ up in flames, do you riot?

ABBY
First of al, I'm abasebal fan.

SAVANNAH
Hey! M etoo. Angels?

ABBY

Dodgers! (Both women react negatively.) Second, | livein Riato. That's four freeway s
away fromL.A.

SAVANNAH
You can driveto ariot. Don't you haveacar?

ABBY
| don't "riot!" Do you ... (comes up with) eat squirrel?

SAVANNAH
"Squirrel." Honey, you've got us mixed up with Utah.

ABBY
It's not fair to put peoplein abox just because of wherethey live.

SAVANNAH
Okay, okay .

ABBY
(checks her watch) Mr. Bright did thisto melast time. He was twenty minutes lateto the
courtroom. When he made his pleato the judge, there was smoke pouringout of his pants
pocket!

SAVANNAH
It's those cheap e-cigarettes with faulty batteries. That man's awalking case of pants-on-
fire.
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ABBY
Thefire department came; they cleared the courtroom ... and the judge denied our request
for adeay.

SAVANNAH
Rough. (Leaningin) Areyou gonna confess?

ABBY
| didn't do anything

SAVANNAH
Please. You did something. You take up with these bad boys, they'll leave you penniless,
homeless, jobless, and showing up on redity teevee.

ABBY is coolly defensive.

ABBY
Did you read my casefile?

SAVANNAH
| read it, dl right. And I'm gonnagve you some freelegd advice: Don't count on Lady
Justice being blindfolded by your moist panties.

ABBY
| may have made amistake. | misjudged Caeb's character.

SAVANNAH
Caeb Hatchett is white.

ABBY
Mister Bright is white,

SAVANNAH

Hold up aminute: | work for Mister Bright; I'm not climbin’ up his flagpole. And you
don't see me facing some civil case'cause | let my happy valey do my thinkingfor me.

ABBY
Whereis he?

SAVANNAH
(shrugs) Running on white peoplée's time?
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Shelaughs; ABBY joins her. ROCHELLE
strides in; briefcase, coat, scarf, gasses.

ROCHELLE
What's so funny ?

SAVANNAH
| don't recall.

ROCHELLE

That will bedl, Savannah, thank you.

SAVANNAH is about to say something.
Doesn't. She hands the casefileto ABBY and
exits. ROCHELLE unwinds her scarf; tosses it
over achair; stands assessing ABBY.

ABBY
(uncomfortable) What?

ROCHELLE
You two know each other?

ABBY

| dropped by the Family History Library last week.

ROCHELLE
(sore subject) Oh, thelibrary.

ABBY
Wherés Mister Bright?

ROCHELLE moves to shake ABBY's hand.

ROCHELLE
I'm Rochelle Ashworth, M r. Bright's partner. | would have been here earlier, but there
was aproblem at the front desk. They'rethreatening to strip-search every visitor, so, of
course, | had to handleit.

ABBY
Srip search you for what?
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ROCHELLE
Bombs, they said. Theres aprotest formingon the corner, in Confederate Park. It's about
the proposed park renaming, and remova of a Confederate monument. (beat) It'saKKK
raly.

ABBY
You haveaKlan raly set to go on across the street?

ROCHELLE
No, "I" don't have aKlan raly set to go on across the street. Don't you have the Klan out
in Cdifornia?

ABBY
We havetheL.A.P.D. (beat) Do you have any ideawhen M. Bright- [might get here] ?

ROCHELLE
Mister Bright isn't avallable. I'm taking over your case.

ROCHELLE takes the casefilefrom ABBY.

ABBY
| don't even know you. | engaged Miister Bright. I'll come back when he's here.

ROCHELLE
It might be awhile. HE's gone off the wagon. (beat) HE' s on abender.

ABBY
But- | pad him aretaner!

ROCHELLE
You gave him money ? (recovers) Of courseyou did. He met you in court the other day:
made some motion or other?

ABBY
Deay of trid. Which welost.

ROCHELLE
Yes; which means you'll betried at the earliest possible date. Because Porter was in a
blackout. When | talked to him this morning, he had no ideawho you were, what motion
he had made, the name of the judge, or why his pants were still smoldering. Then he
threw up in my briefcase. (beat) Oh, God.
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ROCHELLE buzzes theintercom.

ROCHELLE (CONT'D)
Savannah? Comein here, please. (to ABBY) My bet is, he's over a Bonefish Tavern.
Sicking quarters in the condom machine, and wonderingwhy it won't play "Jolene."

SAVANNAH enters.

SAVANNAH
Yes?

ROCHELLE
I've got the deposition for the Landers case. I'll need you to put thefilein order by

tomorrow morning.

ROCHELLE hands Savannah her briefcase.

SAVANNAH
(getsit) Not again! Rochelle-

ROCHELLE
Sorry.

SAVANNAH

(disgusted) It'sjust nasty.
SAVANNAH turnsto leave.

ROCHELLE
Just aminute, Savannah. Please tell Abby, here, y our opinion of me,

SAVANNAH
(hesitates) With you standingright here?

ROCHELLE
Your opinion of meas alawyer. Please. Go ahead.

SAVANNAH
(beat) Rochdlleis abetter lawyer than M ister Porter Bright.
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SAVANNAH isfinished, but ROCHELLE
motions for her to go on.

SAVANNAH (CONT'D)
Shesigns my paycheck, and I'm gonnasay she's good, whether she's good or not. But if
you want to know why shé's good ... She has close connections. She'sin red tight with
the court clerks, and friendly with law enforcement. She has, in the past, just up and
pulled a"not quilty" out of thejuries' ass. She slept with the court clerk who assigns / the

judges-

ROCHELLE
Savannah!

SAVANNAH
I'm just sayin'. "Close connections.” (beat) She doesn't drink, so that's good.

ROCHELLE
Now you know. (to SAVANNAH) Thank you-

SAVANNAH
Miz Ashworth is from Ddaware. Bein' from the North, she brings an outsider's point of
view.

ABBY ROCHELLE
Okay. Perfect.

SAVANNAH
But you gottawatch out for theway she pushes-

ROCHELLE
(to SAVANNAH) Thank you! Thank you for dl of that! Please run over to the County
Courthouse. Tak /to- [the court clerk]

SAVANNAH
I'm not runnin’ over anywhere: not with those vermin marching outside.

Applause from the strest.

ROCHELLE
Fine. Get ... the court clerk on the phone, and ask who's assigned to Abby's case. Tdll her
to seat Judge Franklin instead.
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SAVANNAH
Judge Franklin.

ROCHELLE
Yes. That will beall for now.

SAVANNAH exits with the briefcase.

ROCHELLE (CONT’D)
Haveyou interviewed other legd firms?

ABBY
Mister Bright- and you- are my third.

ROCHELLE
Were any of those firms African-American?

ABBY
Yes. When they heard | was being sued by Opd Anne Hatchett, they told meto get a
white attorney.

ROCHELLE
Good advice. You won't regret it. So ... wevejust met. And look at you: You look likea
crook.

ABBY
(insulted) Excuse me?

ROCHELLE
You lack sincerity. Around the eyes.

ABBY

You'rewrongabout that! | have avery sincere- area- around my eyes. And therest of my
face!

ROCHELLE
Your lack of honesty shows inyour brow. Your eyebrows riseup, as away of
questioningif I'm buyingwhat you're seling.

ABBY
(not sure) They do not.
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ROCHELLE
Liftingthe eyebrowsis asign you're "requesting approvd.” Often indicating alie.

ABBY
Or surprise: that I'm being forced to defend my character to astranger | just met!

ROCHELLE
(Regards her) Your entire atitude is mildly combeative; y ou seem ready to contradict me.
Typicd trats of apetty thief.

ROCHELLE presses theintercom.

ROCHELLE (CONT'D)
Hold my cdls. (presses again) Unless it’s M emphis Live. (to ABBY) You haveto
understand that, right now, your friend Caleb Hatchett is nallingyou to thewall with a

staple gun.

ABBY
He's not my “friend.”

ROCHELLE
You got that right. And you may not know this, but the woman who's accused the two of
you of fraud ... Look. Opd Annewill come across as very sympathetic. M iz Hatchett is
well-liked in this town. She's mature, comes from an old Tennessee family, is an upright
citizen-

ABBY
Shel's amember of the United Daughters of the Confederacy!

ROCHELLE
U.D.C.?To ajury around here, that's one hundred and fifty sympathy points.

ABBY
So I'm- you're sayingthat I'm- [going to lose?]

ROCHELLE
You're black: in our judicia sy stem, that makes you "not sy mpathetic.”

ABBY
I'm innocent.
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ROCHELLE
Nobody is innocent.

ABBY
Wonderful attitude for an attorney!

ROCHELLE

It's emblazoned in Latin on my family crest. It's embroidered on athrow pillow in my
living room.

ABBY
Areyou beingironic?

ROCHELLE
I'm never ironic. I'm M ethodist.

ABBY

Do you ever get cases dismissed? Without a change of venue, or ... sleepingwith
somebody ?

ROCHELLE
If | can seat therignt jury. And tel them theright story.

ABBY
In aplace where the KKK raliesin broad daylignt?

ROCHELLE
(dismissive) They're contained in the park.

ABBY
That doesn't mean they 're not dangerous!

ROCHELLE
They're handing out candy to children passing by.

ABBY
You mean they're recruiting.

ROCHELLE
And the Collierville Police are out in force-
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ABBY
Excuse meif police presence doesn't make me fed safer!

A moment.

ROCHELLE
I'm afraid I've been insensitive, and | gpologze. (beat) Now, let me explain to you how
race works in Tennessee.

ABBY
(wtf) Seriously ?

ROCHELLE
You see, the people of Tennessee can't agree on whether the Confederate flagis offensive,
or asacred badge of identity. And the state has been cdled the"Hate Tourist M ecca’ of
the United Sates. But the demographics are changng. In some cities, there's been an
influx of thewhite libera diaspora.

ABBY
M oving someplace warmer and chegper? That’s not a"diaspora.”

ROCHELLE
What I'm sayingis ... You have afighting chance. (best) | met his attorneys. Your ...
Caeb. He's got threelawyers, by theway.

ABBY
Holy crap.

ROCHELLE
It was asmart decision to separate your case from his. His legd teamis slime.

ABBY
Caeb Hatchett is worse than slime. HeE's smegma

ROCHELLE
Widl, you would know. You need to be awarethat you'rein ahell of alot of trouble. But
I will fight for you, and | will win. (beat) You don't trust me; | can tell. Ask me anything.

ABBY
When aperson of color cuts you off in traffic ... what do you cal them?
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ROCHELLE
(long pause) "Jerk." (ABBY is skeptical.) That's not true: | cal them an asshole.
We're not al hicks in white hoods down here, Abby .

ABBY
We're not al gangobangers in hoodies, Rochelle. (beat) What's y our strategy ?

ROCHELLE
First, | need to decideif | can put you on the stand. I'll assume you did not under-
agpprase Opd Annes family heirlooms.

ABBY
Her nephew committed the fraud, and set me up in the process. It's al in my file.

ROCHELLE
(referstofile) The statement you gave Porter is thin on specifics. How did y ou cometo
meet Caleb Hatchett? Did he approach you, or the other way around? You met / at &

ABBY
At ataping, in Anaheim. Of Antiques Roadtrip: that'saTV show.

ROCHELLE
You're an gppraiser for them.

ABBY takes abdt buckle from her backpack.

ABBY
Caleb asked meto evduatethis. A genuine, Haman-made, Confederate two-piece belt
plate. You'd cal it a"buckle." He knew an artifact like this would interest me.

ROCHELLE
S0, helured you into putting him on the show?

ABBY
He said held read about mein Antiques M onthly, and that he admired my expertise. Said
| was atreasurethat PBSdidn't gppreciate.

ROCHELLE
You were adiversity hire?
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ABBY
No! Areyouthisrudeto al your clients?

ROCHELLE
I’m just seeking information. Opposing counsd will ask.

ABBY
Do you watch the program?

ROCHELLE
| loathe antiques.

ABBY

Let metell you something Thereis no question I'm an expert at appraising Civil War-era
antiques, including being ableto identify fakes! | have two certifications: one from the
Antiques Society of America, and one from the Hanford / Institute!

ROCHELLE
Don't get excited-

ABBY
This buckle that Caleb gave me? Seethe patina? An antique patinais easy to counterfeit:
you just soak the object for acouple of day's, in human urine.

ROCHELLE puts the buckle down, quickly.
ABBY picksit up.

ABBY (CONT'D)
But this? You can't fakethis deep mustard color. And it's anice, heavy belt plate. Seethe
edges? M any fakes are beveled, but this one's knife-sharp. A sign of authenticity .

ROCHELLE
Isit your story that this buckleis part of Opa Anne Hatchett's collection? The one
involved in the aleged fraud?

ABBY
No, this belt plate was agft. From Cdeb. That ... first day we met. (remembers) He, um.
He said he was, "in the neighborhood.” Which-

ROCHELLE
Hewasn't.
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ABBY
What? Of course not; helives in Azusa. Oh, he was smooth. Hetdls me how brilliant |
am, how much he admires me, gves me agft. Hewas grooming me.

ABBY stows the buckle.

ABBY (CONT'D)
Caeb Hatchett is acon man. Hetricked me, and hetricked his aunt, Opa Anne. Get him
on the stand, and well seewho's tellingthe truth.

ROCHELLE
| can't put him on the stand. Hell bat his eyeashes, and "yessum” and "no-umm™ mein
his carame-coated accent-

ABBY
What accent? He's from San Gabrid Valley -

ROCHELLE
Then, when | put you up there... thejury will see hes white, and you're not. You'll fold
your arms in defiance, with your thief's brow risingup, and Bang! Gave down, in favor
of the plaintiff.

ABBY
(thinks) Hewas the only person, outside of my grandmother, who ever told methey read
about mein"Antiques M onthly." (redizes) Tha's how hetargeted me: Heread in my
profilethat | was lookingfor my third greaet-grandmother, Abigail! That she hailed from
Shelby County-

ROCHELLE
He probably ran your license plate and pulled your credit report, too.

ABBY
He seemed honestly interested. He was respectful.

ROCHELLE
He was abunch of red flags, sewn together and wavingin the breeze. | have questions.

SAVANNAH enters, holding ared scrapbook.

ROCHELLE (CONT'D)
When | buzz you and say "Hold my cdls,” that means don't interrupt-
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SAVANNAH
| know what your buzzer means, Rochelle. But Mister Bright needs your assistancein
thelobby, to avoid an impromptu cavity search. I'm not talkin' 'bout his teeth.

ROCHELLE
That man isin constant need of rescuing (to ABBY) Excuse me.

ROCHELLE exits. Applause from outside.
ABBY crosses to thewindow. SAVANNAH
sets thered scrapbook on the conference table.

ABBY
Some white supremacist is gving aspeech.

SAVANNAH
Sayin' you and | need to dig, prolly. (points) That's the monument in question. Generd
Nathan Bedford Forrest: slavetrader, KKK Grand Dragon, and Confederate hero.
"M emorid" my ass. They should dy namite the god-blessed thing.

ABBY
Or put it in amuseum.

SAVANNAH
When you find aworm in your apple, do you save the worm under glass to remind you
that you amost swalowed aworm? No, you do not. You put that worm in thetrash. "If
your hand offends you, cut it off,” sayeth the Lord.

ABBY
Okay, that’s ... needlessly violent. And history isimportant.

SAVANNAH
That memorid isn't about "history." It was put up in 1925, to publicly intimidate.
Where's the memorid to the black Union soldiers that man massacred? (beat) Why am |
arguingwith you? You make your living off Confederate antiques!

ABBY
Civil War antiques. (beat) It's complicated.

SAVANNAH
You're as conflicted as ahen chompin' on adrumstick.
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ABBY
You have no roomto talk: You work in the Justice System! (proud) | was the first
African-American gppraiser on Antiques Roadtrip.

SAVANNAH
Soit's for the pay check.

ABBY
No! It'sto help peoplefind themsdves in their history . Imagne havingawhole treasure
trovethat leads you back to whereyou come from. People from all over the country,
lining up with these ancient rifles, boots; even cannonballs-

SAVANNAH
White people, carryin' heirlooms from awar fought to keep peoplelikeyou and mein
chans.

ABBY
Therés Union artifacts, too. (beat) | don't own asingefamily heirloom. | envy those
people, if I'm honest. Every time| face one of them, it's like..... looking across the great
divide. There are people who know their past ... and people who have to guess. (beat)
Every pieceis haunted by what came before, and what happened, after.

SAVANNAH
And then you comedong ... and gveit apricetag. God bless Americal

Sounds outside.

SAVANNAH (CONT'D)
These hateful crackers are evergreen; it wasn't just the eection made them lose their
minds. Scurry in and out of the floorboards like rats.

ABBY
Rochelle said they're renaming the park?

SAVANNAH
The name of everythingis so very important around here. It's not "The Civil War," it's
"The War of Northern Aggression.” Were not livingin the " South,” it's the "mid-South."
It's not "slaves,” it's - get this - "fidld hands." City fathers decided "Heritage Park™ gves a
better connotation than "Confederate Park." KKK disagrees.

Sounds of chanting.
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ABBY
(fishing) Do you likeworkingfor Rochelle?

SAVANNAH
| hate that god-blessed intercom. But ... we do what we haveto do. Right now, | got too
much month left, at the end of my money.

ABBY
(back at her) So, it's for the pay check.

SAVANNAH
My career situationis ... awork in progress. (beet) Get away from that window! They
don't deserve your atention.

ABBY moves awvay .

SAVANNAH (CONT'D)
| tried to tell you before, Rochellelikes to push her clients. | need to warn y ou-

ABBY
| appreciate your concern, but | need somebody to push for me. Don’'t you trust her?

SAVANNAH
She's good. Just ... settleyour case. (beat) By theway, my little birdie walked over the
book you asked about. To help you find your-

She hands the red scrapbook to ABBY, who
gabsit, begns to read.

ABBY
Abigail, yes! Thank you, Savannah.

SAVANNAH
| hopeit's useful.

ABBY

(leefs, reads) Listento this: An ad from the Nashville Record, 1861. (reading) "Fifteen
dollar reward. Runaway Negro boy, aged 19, named Henry. Soutly made, rather sullen
countenance."
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SAVANNAH
(sarcastic) Now what ever could have made Henry "sullen,” | wonder? Wait, you're
looking for-

ABBY
(leafing) Yes. My third great-grandmother. When Abigail landed at Camp Nelson, she had
her baby daughter with her: that's my grandmother's grandmother, Ayone. (Ay-own)

SAVANNAH
S, it'satwo-fer. It's four hundred miles to Camp Nelson.

ABBY
My grandmother learned their names from her grandmother: It's not much, but it's astart.
M aybe Abigall ran away, and her ... whatever ... put an ad in the paper.

SAVANNAH
Shouldn't take longto comb through that.

ABBY
Fingers crossed. Therewas nothingin the courthouse, Freedmen's Bureau, cemetery
database, records of slave sales-

SAVANNAH
Weve got plantation tax records at thelibrary. These planters got write-offs for every
enslaved person, so most of 'em kept good notes.

ABBY reads, turns apage. Looks up.

ABBY
My grandmother died last year.

SAVANNAH
I'm sorry. Don't worry, wéll find Abigail. (beet. Fishing) We were planningto get these
runaway ads up onto the national website. Lots of black folks aretryin' to find their
histories, likeyou. But we haven't been ableto afford it.

ABBY, absorbed, reads.

SAVANNAH (CONT'D)
It's alongand difficult task: to trace our ancestors. It breaks my heart when somebody
comes up empty. Puttin' up our archives on theinternet will help thousands find their
families. So far, as | said: we haven't been ableto afford it.
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ABBY
(beat) Areyou asking me-?

SAVANNAH
If Rochellewins, or gets the case dismissed, may be y ou could make alittle donation.
Especidly if thelibrary hdpsyou inyour search. It's theleast you / could-

ABBY
| don't have any extramoney! | can't be making donations your library-

SAVANNAH
| just thought-

ABBY
You "just thought" | cheated that woman! | don't have alot of money. | owe money! My
motel bill done...! | mean, I'm- I'm very grateful. | wish | could help you.

SAVANNAH stares &t ABBY.

SAVANNAH
Abby, | would not go admittingto anybody that y ou owe money .

ABBY
They'll find out, though, won't they ?

SAVANNAH
You poor thing You gamble? Some people cannot walk avay from apoker game, no
matter / how [hard they try]-

ABBY
(insulted) | don't gamblel!

SAVANNAH
If you're acompulsive shopper, that's redly none of my business.

ABBY
It was my dad. He wasn't doingwéll, last year.

SAVANNAH
(sympathetic) Drug addict?
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ABBY
He had an aneurism! And avery expensive hospita stay. Butt out.

SAVANNAH
Pardon mefor carin'.

ABBY
His medicd bill... If | was goingto pull acon, believe me, I'd have picked an easier mark
than that Hatchett woman!

Angy, ABBY reads apagein the scrapbook.

SAVANNAH
They'll subpoenay our bank account as part of discovery.

ABBY
(ignoring her, reads) "Run away or stolen: amulatto grl named Harriet, 22 years old,
rather chunky made. From the circumstances of her going off without the slightest
provocation, it is thought she has been persuaded and convey ed off by some white man.

SAVANNAH
(referring to Cdeb) “ Some white man.” Figures. (beat) You' ve gottaskim; if you read
every singead, you'll be here through the weekend.

ROCHELLE reenters.

ROCHELLE
Crisis averted. Porter’s aslegp in his office. Thank you, Savannah.

SAVANNAH doesn't leave.

ROCHELLE (CONT'D)
That will beal, then.

SAVANNAH
Abby, would you likeacup of coffee, right about now?

ABBY
| could useacup, yes.
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SAVANNAH
Fetch me one, too, then. Black.

ABBY
Um, wouldn't you be the office coffee-getter?

SAVANNAH
No.

ROCHELLE
(to ABBY) Héelp yoursdf. Thereés apot in the other conference room.

ABBY
(beat) Okay .
As ABBY exits, she gestures "Don't tell" to
SAVANNAH.
ROCHELLE
Did you cdl the court clerk?
SAVANNAH

She's checkin'. (meaningful) Shesays "hi." What d'you want Franklin for?

ROCHELLE
Judge Franklin and | went to the same school. And she satransplant. She'll be opento ...
whatever motion I might make.

SAVANNAH
| have astrategy idea, Rochdlle.

ROCHELLE
(shutting the topic down) Until your licenseis reinstated, I'm afraid you can't do any lega
work &t al. We could both be disbarred-

SAVANNAH
(beat) M ay | respectfully remind you that thereason | got my license pulled-

ROCHELLE
Was your own faullt.

SAVANNAH
It was amess. That you made.
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ROCHELLE
Regardless, were stuck with the outcome. It iswhat it is. (beat) Gettingthe charge
thrown out on atechnicdity qudifies as a success.

SAVANNAH
Except my Delia [got fired]!

ROCHELLE
Therées plenty of blameto go around. You know no one bothersus a Red’'s. Why you
and Ddiawent partner dancing & M ingewood Hall is bafflingto me.

SAVANNAH
And why you fet the need to turn into some Bible-Belt version of GloriaAllred isdl a
mystery to me! To hold anews conference-

ROCHELLE
Resentment shrivds the soul.

SAVANNAH
And unemploy ment depletes the wallet!

ROCHELLE
| have no desireto rehash the arrest, or Ddliabeinglet go, or anything ese. We have
Abby's caseto worry about-

SAVANNAH
Rochelle, as aleshian, y ou should have understood what that news conference could do to
her! To us. Instead, y ou acted to bolster y our own ego.

ROCHELLE
It dl worked out. (sincere) I'm sorry. (begt) Let it go, Savannah.

A moment. SAVANNAH bides her time.

ROCHELLE (CONT'D)
I'm on the clock with Abby's case. You want to help her, don't you?

SAVANNAH
You'd better settle. She's got some sob story over her finances, amoté bill, and a
mountain of medica invoices, for her father. From an aneurism.
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ROCHELLE
An aneurismis two hundred sympathy points.

SAVANNAH
It's also motivefor her to undervalue the Hatchett collection, sdl it, and pocket the
difference. (silence) She called Opd Annea"mark.” Then she switched the subject.

ROCHELLE
I'm goingto move for adismissd: it's not abiginvestment of my time.

SAVANNAH
They'renot gonnagveyou adismissal, and you know it. Some Yankee museum in
Pennsy lvania got genuine Confederate artifacts, awhite woman was deceived, and ablack
woman prolly did it.

ROCHELLE stopstakingas ABBY enters with
two mugs of coffee. Gives SAVANNAH hers.
Longlook from ABBY: Did you tell on me?

ROCHELLE
(indicates aseat) Please, Abby. I've been consideringyour statements, and I'm a aloss.
You see, when ajury hears hoof besats, it will assume horses, not zebras.

ABBY is puzzled.

SAVANNAH
She's sayin’ wethink you'relying.

ROCHELLE
(alook. To ABBY) You're accomplished, and inteligent, and yet your clam is: you were
tricked. Thestory doesn't add up. Thejury will have no choice but to concludethat you
undervalued the collection, and kept amost amillion dollars.

ABBY
If | did that, I'd be standing trid in acrimina court!

ROCHELLE
Therewill be law enforcement officers a your civil trid. Sttingin the back row, listening,
and deciding whether the caseis strong enough to bring crimina charges.

SAVANNAH
Locd prosecutors. The FBI.
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ABBY
(worried) I'm agood person!

SAVANNAH
It's beside the point.

ROCHELLE

Didn't you have any suspicions about Caleb?

ABBY
No! (Thinks.) Not & first.

ROCHELLE
After you became romanticdly involved?

ABBY
Oncewe ... oncewe weretogether, it became very hard for meto say "no" to him.

ROCHELLE
Cdeb sad he had away for you to pay your father's medicd bills, didn't he?

ABBY daesa SAVANNAH, who sips her
coffee.

ABBY
When Caeb found out about my father ... Hevisited the hospita every day. Hed bring
snacks; apillow and blanket. He bought my dad a"Get Well" baloon with apuppy onit.

ROCHELLE
Y ou make him sound like afine, decent y oung man.

ABBY
This one time, he- (actingtouched by the memory) He made me heart-shaped bacon.

SAVANNAH
You areagrown ass woman! (hmphs) "Heart shaped bacon.”

ABBY
Weveadl loved peoplewho ... may be we shouldn't. Weve dl loved people who weren't
perfect!
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SAVANNAH
We haven't ended up in court over it! (beat) M ostly.

ROCHELLE
(thisis persona) Sometimes the person, and the love, turn out to be a sham.

SAVANNAH
Trust.

ROCHELLE
You bdlievethey carefor you, or ... loveyou. You rearrange y our whole life-

ABBY
Yes! Becauseyou want to be near them.

SAVANNAH
(reROCHELLE) Foolishly, you up and move eight hundred miles on the off-chance y our
gddy red-headed grlifriend will- [take up with you]

ROCHELLE
| deserved better.

SAVANNAH
You movetoo fast emotiondly, Rochelle-

ROCHELLE
Do you mind?

ABBY
(in Caleb's defense) He gave me apromisering.

SAVANNAH
Now you'vetorn/ it-

ROCHELLE
A “promise’ ringis abrush-off! An engagement ringis acommitment. A promisering
means nothing!

SAVANNAH
M eans about as much as an onion ring.
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ABBY
(interested) Who broke up with who?

ROCHELLE
We're not discussing me right now!

ABBY
| can tell: you understand. When you'rein love, they're your whole world. You can't
imagne life without them. And you want to do whatever they tell you to! Right?

A dubious look between ROCHELLE and
SAVANNAH.

ROCHELLE
Let’s please get back on topic. (to ABBY) Who cheated M rs. Hatchett?

ABBY
It was Cdeb. He' s the one who suggested | assess his aunt's collection.

ROCHELLE
Did he ask you to under-value her things?

ABBY
Hesad, "In Shelby County, Tennessee. Theres atrunk. Family antiques, in mint
condition." | was coming here, anyway, for the show. And | thought, I'll accept asmall
percentage of the appraised value, if she plansto sell.

ROCHELLE
Abby, thisis exactly what Opa Anne Hatchett asserts in her complaint. That means you
did am-

ABBY
No! Not to defraud. To gppraise, for asmal, perfectly acceptable fee.

ROCHELLE
How can we provethat?

SAVANNAH
Opd Ann€'s atorney will haveto show intent.



Milton: Bamboozled. 2/26/2018 29

ROCHELLE
(to ABBY) Go on.

ABBY
Caeb sad held been in contact with the Civil War M useum. And hetold me, "They want
my aunt's collection as a centerpiece.”

ROCHELLE
Why wouldn't he bring his aunt the museum'’s offer?

ABBY
He sad Opd Annewanted an independent opinion. She'd seen meon TV. Caeb begged
me, as afavor to him- (beat) | wanted to do research on my family, and his aunt's placeis
right here. So-

ROCHELLE
He asked you to fasdy apprasethe collection.

ABBY
Yes! Hetold me heloved me. He asked, "How can we ever start afamily ? We're strapped
al thetime. And you're on theroad six months of theyear."

SAVANNAH
She cannot betdlingthisto ajury-

ABBY
Hetried to involve me, but | refused! Then he- He gpologized. He never mentioned the
ideaagain.

ROCHELLE
Areyou completely comfortable with that story ?

ABBY
It's not a“ story.”

ROCHELLE
Opd Anne has your gppraisa certificate in the amount of sixty thousand dollars. And
thereis acollection in the Getty sburg Civil War M useum-

SAVANNAH
Generd Andrew Hatchett's-
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ROCHELLE
Yes, the Generd's memorabilia, for which the museum paid amillion dollars. Theres ahill
of sale made out to someone who doesn't seem to exist, and asum of money transferred
to an offshore account ... that’s since been closed.

ABBY
They can look in my credit union checking account! The trunk Caleb showed me, in Opa
Annes atic: Theitemsin that trunk were worth sixty thousand dollars.

Short pause.

ROCHELLE
Your brow. Sayed down. That's good.

ABBY
You saw the buckle. Caeb was dway's buying artifacts a these Civil War reenactments.

SAVANNAH
The re-enactments on Opa Anné's farm?

ABBY
Yes. She gathers these men-

ROCHELLE
Hard-core reenactors. Twice amonth, Spring through Fal; | an aware.

ABBY
And they cosplay different battles from the Civil War.

SAVANNAH
(laughs) It's redly just achance for the boy s to cuddle each other a night on the
battlefield, same as the Confederates did. "To kegp warm,” they tdl themselves.

ABBY
Cdebinvited meto stay a his aunt's estate. He sad: if | did are-enactment first, | would
get on his aunt's good side.

SAVANNAH
That seemwiseto you?
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ABBY
Ther "Authenticity Committee’ confiscated my wristwatch and my cell phone-

ROCHELLE
No watches or phones in the 1860’s.

SAVANNAH
What regment did they put you in?

ABBY
| was a... civilian. They made medress up like- like an enslaved person.

SAVANNAH
That is some next-level white nonsense.

ROCHELLE
It’s incredibly offensive.

SAVANNAH
What did they makeyou do?

ABBY

When Opad Anne Hatchett blew her whistle, | had to run this Bible up the hill, to where
the Confederate chaplain would pray for thetroops. | was supposed to curtsy, and wait
for the prayer. Then, run the Bible back to the house, and get ready to servetea

SAVANNAH
Did they pull any shenanigans like... try and makeyou sing?

ABBY shakes her head.

SAVANNAH (CONT’D)
Clean the silver? Do windows?

ABBY
M iz Hatchett had me take messages out to her troops.

ROCHELLE
(for usein court) Did anyone shoot a you?

ABBY
No. But ... Coming back down theridge with the bible, | lost my footingand rolled to the
bottom. | got abruise on my hip the size of an ostrich eggy
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ROCHELLE
Shewas tryingto humiliate you. If anyonetook aphoto? That's three hundred sy mpathy
points.

ABBY
Caeb stood up for me, but- he's ... timid in front of his aunt. Anyway. Thenext day, he
took meto theattic to gopraise M iz Hatchett's antiques. That's when he conned me.

ROCHELLE
Canyou provethat?

ABBY shakes her head.

SAVANNAH
Abby, will you excuse us for aquick minute?

ABBY
| don't seewhy | haveto step out- [every five minutes]

SAVANNAH
I’ll fetch you when it's timeto tak strategy .

ABBY
(beat) Don't take long. (to ROCHELLE, firm) If you won't believe me, 1'd better
reconsider

ABBY exits. SAVANNAH turnson
ROCHELLE.

SAVANNAH
Rochelle, you cannot accept this case. You will lose, and that woman will drag us on Yelp.

ROCHELLE
Not goingto happen.

SAVANNAH
Porter Bright dready has us down to two stars!

ROCHELLE
You'rethereason she's here. You brought her in, and | appreciate your efforts-
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SAVANNAH
You mean me bringngin clients of color? And every other client you've got?

ROCHELLE
What | mean, isthat Abby was your referra-

SAVANNAH
To settleasimplecivil case! But thisis shapingup as somethingentirely different! If you
put her on the stand-

ROCHELLE
| may not need to do that. | have amore promising idea.

A moment. SAVANNAH suspects theworst.

SAVANNAH
Does this "more promisingided' involve large pictures of you ... on the front page of the
Tri-Sate Defender?

ROCHELLE
Thesystemis unfair, and shell need extrahelp. Forgve me, but I'm her lawvyer. Not you.

SAVANNAH
(thisisalow blow) | am advisin' you in an informal capacity.

ROCHELLE
You need to trust my judgment.

SAVANNAH
You sad that about mine and Ddlias case. And our household is living with the
consequences.

ROCHELLE
| don’'t understand y our need to blame me. Whatever happened to persona
responsibility ? (beat) Next time, choose a mixed dance club.

SAVANNAH
It is mixed ... once we show up! We got tired of driving sixty-five god-blessed milesto
listen to Red's K. D. Lang mixtapes.
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ROCHELLE
K.D. Langis an authentic musica genius. And Red'sis safe. / If you-

SAVANNAH
Yes, I'm surethat you and your Tinder hookups prefer Red's. But M ingewood Hall has
the best DJs.

ROCHELLE
Then, a the very least, kegp your hands off her ass!

SAVANNAH
Redly, Rochele? You think it’s appropriate, talkin’ to melikethat?

ROCHELLE
Don't get defensive-

SAVANNAH
Then quit actinglike I’ m the problem! (pause) When the D.J. starts up "Always and
Forever," hands on your partner's ass is not optiond. It's arequirement.

ROCHELLE
Do the hokey pokey next time. You should know better.

SAVANNAH
Therewere dozens ... dozens, hdl, awhole ocean of white couples with hands-on-ass in
that club. Gay and straight. Yet, somehow, Ddiaand | arethe only ones got arrested and
hauled out of there.

ROCHELLE
You brokethe law.

SAVANNAH
You ever break the law, Rochelle? Smoke some weed, buy beer from arunner ‘causeit
was Sunday ?

ROCHELLE
Yes. But ... (shetrails off)

SAVANNAH
Yeah. “But.” They arrested us on ahalf-baked, vaguely-worded statute, designed to
oppress! “ Creating an offensive condition.” Two peoplein love? It bogdes the mind!
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ROCHELLE
Thisis Collierville.

SAVANNAH
| slipped up. | forgot simply beingawoman of color makes mea"Jezebe" inther eyes. |
thought, for asecond, | was livin’ in the 21st century!

ROCHELLE
(sympathetic) It's not fair. And Delialosing her job wasn't fair, either.

SAVANNAH
If you had closed out the case quietly, that would have been the end of it. But no, you
had to ringup every mediaoutlet from hereto Chattanoogal

ROCHELLE
| hoped we had moved past this.

SAVANNAH
How are we gonnado that, when it was y our publicity that got Deliafired?| need to
know what you have planned for Abby.

ROCHELLE
| got the charges dismissed! Through excellent lawyering. It made no senseto keep a
victory likethat asecret ... especidly when we can really usethe business! (silence) Fine.
| believe I've been very generous in kegpingyou on. | vadue you, Savannah, as asounding
board. (beat) | am going to see this through, no matter what.

SAVANNAH
| get it. You have been rolling up and smoking"To Kill A M ockingbird" again.

ROCHELLE
Don't you dare-

SAVANNAH
That bumbling, bundling, blundering-

ROCHELLE
You know how | fed about Atticus!
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SAVANNAH
His closing argument was disgraceful! His client couldn't have committed the crime.
Where did he sum up the evidence? Nowhere!

ROCHELLE
| won't stand by whileyou insult Atticus-

SAVANNAH
| am speakingtruth. "Do your duty,” my ass. Askingan al-cracker jury to "search its
conscience?' In Alabama?

ROCHELLE
So he was being high-minded!
SAVANNAH
Did hewin his case?
A moment.

SAVANNAH (CONT'D)
I'm suggestin' that you set aside your dreams of beingup on some silver screen likethe
god-blessed reincarnation of Gregory Peck. Settle Abby's case quietly.

ROCHELLE
| have been gven achanceto put the whole Confederate antiques market on trial!

SAVANNAH
That's not who's gonnabe on trial.

ROCHELLE
Oncewe get Judge Franklin onboard, you can pack the courtroom with y our black friends-

SAVANNAH
Bringyour own black friends! Oh wait, that's right- y ou don't have/ any!

ROCHELLE
You arenot the arbiter of thelaw in this office. You typemy papers and screen my cals!

SAVANNAH
(Stung, then pullsit together) 1 do. And as | do thosethings, | keep my eyes open. |
watch you push your clients- right off acliff, leaving 'em battered and busted-up on the
rocks below!
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ROCHELLE
Objection: argumentative.

SAVANNAH
Look around you. Downtrodden people are beingturned against, rather than gven a
helping hand. The most vulnerable. People who can't fight back are being scapegoated in
this country!

ROCHELLE
Those same people will rush to support Abby, oncethey hear her story.

SAVANNAH
You don’t understand the sy stem. There's athumb on the scales of Lady Justice-

ROCHELLE
Areyou telingmeyou believe Abby ?

SAVANNAH
Rochdlle, you act likethem cuttin’ off my license has cut off my good judgment. You
know that’s not true.

ROCHELLE
Of course not.

SAVANNAH
| get that we can’'t behave exactly like we did before | lost my license, but you don’'t have
to treat melike... (beat) You' ve been buzzin’ mealot on tha intercom. That’s al.

ROCHELLE
It’s ... for efficiency.

SAVANNAH
You taketoit likeapigto mud, though. This case could be like the time we wore down
that businessman ... (can’t recdl) The one who built afence onto his neighbor’s yard?

ROCHELLE SAVANNAH (CONT'D)
Tugges! Ron Tugges!

SAVANNAH (CONT’D)
Wewere ateam! You handled the depositions-
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ROCHELLE
| was masterful. Once | got the wifewound up, she couldn’t stop blabbing-

SAVANNAH
And | negotiated the settlement. Inside of an hour, that man was beggn’ to bring down
the fence with his own hands! We waked out of there, heroes.

ROCHELLE
We crushed it.

SAVANNAH
We ve got to pull together, again, this time. For Abby’s sake.

ROCHELLE
(beat) Not with a settlement.

SAVANNAH
Rochédlle, | happened to go onto theinternet, and / | read astudy -

ROCHELLE
Not another study -

SAVANNAH
A scientific report. That found black people arewrongfully convicted up to twelve
percent of thetime. That's what your client is up against.

ROCHELLE
Twelve percent seems low. | trust Judge Franklin.

SAVANNAH
Is Judge Franklin hangin' out a Red's? You got "close connections” with her? (silence) |
knew it. You're goingto usethis caseto promote yourself.

ROCHELLE
You have no basis for that dlegation. Publicity atracts new clients for the firm-

SAVANNAH
If you prevail!

ROCHELLE
| cannot persondly fix our broken justice sy stem!
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SAVANNAH
It's not broken! It's chuggng along exactly as designed. (beat) If you cause harm, | swear...
(beat) Do you think after al the promotion you dredge up, Abby would ever find work
as an gppraser again?

A moment. ROCHELLE considers.

ROCHELLE
| understand. Post-trid publicity was damagngto you, soit's off thetable. I'll do what’s
best for my cdlient. Now. Will you please cadl Abby in, and leave us done for aminute?

SAVANNAH pauses. Exits. ROCHELLE
begns making notes in anotebook. A moment
later, ABBY enters with her red library
scrgpbook.

ROCHELLE (CONT'D)
Abby, after hearingwhat you haveto say, | have an idea about how to proceed. Please,
have asedt. (silence) I'vegot to start wheds in motion, and I’ [l need your cooperation.

ABBY
What do you want meto do?

ROCHELLE
Asyou’ ve probably noticed, Colliervilleis not aparticularly enlightened area of
Tennessee. The people here ...

Chanting outside. They look at the window.

ROCHELLE (CONT’ D)
Carry acertain degree of bias. That means we' ve got to take drastic measures to change
the probable course of your tria.

ABBY
“Drastic measures?’

ROCHELLE
Let me explain. We'refacingacritical moment in our nation’s history. We' ve elected a
deranged deadbeat who's packingthe Ova Office with white supremacists. And hereyou
are: ayoung black woman, caught up in somekind of funny business involvingthe
Confederacy, instigated by your white boyfriend.
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ABBY
(Pause. Sares.) Was that the explanation?

ROCHELLE writes in her notebook.

ROCHELLE
Bear with me. (thinks) Let me ask: how do the antiques that you appraise gain value?

ABBY
Like anything ... their vaue goes up and down. Once | determine apieceis authentic, |
look a how rareit is, the shapeit’sin, who owned it, the value of similar items, its
desirability -

ROCHELLE
“Desirability,” right. When it comes to Confederate, or, say, Nazi, or other offensive
memorabilia, doesn’t theideology behind these items dso affect their value?

ABBY
You mean, collectors who honor the Confederacy are willingto pay more, and that drives
up the price? Sure. But these antiques ended up in amuseum.

ROCHELLE
(writing) A museum paying market rates. Thoserates: over-inflated by bigots. (thinks)
Abby, you've been dedt with unfairly. For example, you were mistrested by your
employer, inside a hostile work environment.

ABBY
Antique deders are actualy very considerate-

ROCHELLE
They madeyou appraise Confederate heirlooms!

ABBY
Except | chosethat areaof expertise, beforel ever -[worked there]

ROCHELLE
You wereforced to engagein degrading role-play on Opa Annés property. An
Authenticity Committee confiscated y our wristwatch, and your phone. Taking
someone' s iPhoneis both cruel and unusual-
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ABBY
They took everybody’s phone-

ROCHELLE
Then you fdl down an embankment while impersonatinga slave. You sustained a
disabling hip bruise. You're being sued by awoman who believes the Lost Causeis
something to be celebrated. Who is making fistfuls of money, even today, off the
Confederacy. The Confederacy: abunch of slavery-supportingtraitors!

Sounds outside.

ABBY
| don’'t defend the Confederacy, and | didn't defraud Opa Anne. But | don’t understand
what you'redriving &, when you talk about “ drastic measures.”

ROCHELLE
WEe ve got to minimize Opa Anne' s influence beforewe go to trid. We can do that,
through my very skilled campaign of carefully -planned news content. Pointing out that
woman’s complicity in the corrupt Confederate collectibles market.

ABBY
Areyou tryingto argue ...that M iz Hatchett’s profiting from the sae of Confederate
heirlooms ... isthered crime?

ROCHELLE
Yes. Right: that’s thered crime. A whitewoman is making akillingfrom the sale of racist
artifacts! And that’s just one of avery, very longlist of injustices. There are so many
others, over hundreds of years: Savery. Jim Crow. Um.... You know ... uh...

ROCHELLE taps her pen, having run out of
items.

ABBY
(obviously) Being denied theright to vote.

ROCHELLE
Those arethe red crimes. Appalinginjustices that have never been made right.

ROCHELLE jots down thelist.
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ABBY
Like being sy stematicdly robbed of our history and our heritage? Violence against us.
Police brutdity, beatings, murder-

ROCHELLE
Whoops; hangon. Wewant to be provocative... but we don't want to bedivisive.

ABBY
Pointing out factsis divisive?

ROCHELLE
What I’'m sayingis: we need to gain exposure, and persuade people, but we don't want to
create ablackl- bl- abacklash. Let’s stick to economic injustices.

ABBY
(thinking) Okay, what about red-lining? All kinds of housing discrimination. Segreggtion.
Predatory lending Theraciad wedth gap-

ROCHELLE
(writing) What’ s that: that wedth gap.

ABBY
Rochéllg, this country built its wedth duringthe Industria Revolution. And the
foundation of that wedth was cotton slavery. Yet our share of thewedth is just over one
percent. It’s barely budged since the Civil War.

ROCHELLE
Good one! (Thinks ABBY’s done) Thank you; | can work with these.

A moment. ABBY, alittle worked up at
ROCHELLE s assumingthat’s dl, resumes
ticking off items.

ABBY
There s dso chronic poverty. Disinvestment in black neighborhoods. Unfair treatment in
employ ment. Higher unemploy ment rates. Generd Sherman’s pledge of forty acres and a
mule: apromise broken just afew years after it was made. And | think it’s fair to
mention: ajustice systemthat is sy stematicaly unjust to peoplelike me.

ROCHELLE scrambles to completethelist.
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ROCHELLE
Well arguethat the plaintiff is targetingy ou, awoman of color, because she condones,
and is determined to preserve, every one of theseinjustices!

ABBY
That’s avery interestingstrategy . (beat) Can wewake up M. Bright? Because | think
you're crazy.

ROCHELLE
If you tell your story on the stand, in this town? You will befound ligble. Opa Anne's
lawy er need only show a"preponderance of the evidence" in her favor. Thisistheway to
win!

ABBY
By pointingout facts? You just said that’s divisive.

ROCHELLE
I'll spesk out against the bigotry that makes these antiques valuable. I' [l touch on this list
of unredressed crimes. With you by my side ... dressed nicdly ... (thinks) No. | want you
front and center. (beat) You're very well-spoken.

ABBY
(wtf!) Beforel wak out that door-

ROCHELLE
It’s acompliment-

ABBY

Let meget thisstraight: your strategy isto argue “ unredressed crimes” in front of my
jury?

ROCHELLE
Oh, no, no! Wewon't say that at trid. Thisisdl pre-trid. Wesay iton TV.

ABBY
Youwant to say it on TV. In thisracid climate, in this county, with the current
administration in the White House?

ROCHELLE
| admit we' retaking aslight chance.
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ABBY
It’s not “taking aslight chance!” It’s bettingmoney on athree-card monte game on some
street corner in New York City!

ROCHELLE
| haven't been clear! I’'m sorry. | was focusing on the means, not the end. (starting again)
We create intense pre-trid publicity. We pollutethejury pool. Then, wetéll the judge we
can’t seat an impartia jury because of it. It practicaly guarantees you achange of venue!

ABBY
But- (thinks) You're the one doing the polluting.

ROCHELLE
Not at dl! That raly polluted it first. And, mark my words, Opa Ann€ s a@torney -- the
blowhard -- will be makingaracist rant on the steps of the courthouse before we can
dispatch our first press release.

ABBY
Do you understand the risk, Rochelle?

ROCHELLE
Thered risk, Abby, is havingyour trid here, in town. Change of venueis y our best hope.

ABBY
Areyou at dl familiar, with, like, the news? Can y ou see what’s going on outside y our
own window? Chalengng Confederate ‘ any thing is only goingto make these ass[holes] -
these people- more angry!

ROCHELLE
M akingthelocals more angry is precisely how we Il get a change of venue. I'll move for
M emphis. It’ s been rated amorelibera city than Bridgeport, Connecticut.

ABBY
Is that good?

ROCHELLE
Yes! And with thetrid redocated to M emphis, everything changes. The population is
magority African-American. We'll seat an dl-black jury-

ABBY
You'resure of that?
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ROCHELLE
Knowing her leanings, Judge Franklin will look favorably on my motion. (beat) There' s
plenty of precedent. Take Bill Cosby. His judgejust ruled he can get jurors bussed in
from another county. And the police officers who beat Rodney King: Californiav.
Powsdll, et a.? Because of pre-trid publicity, the judge moved ther caseto Smi Valley.

ABBY
That didn’t turn out wdl!

ROCHELLE
But the defendants were acquitted. (beat) Abby, you need anot-liable verdict in your
suit, so the FBI will seeit has no case. Doing everything we can to get a change of venue
istheonly sensible strategy . (silence) What other option do you have?

No answer comes.

ROCHELLE (CONT’ D)
The question is: can you afford to pay Opa Anne Hatchett amillion dollars? (beat) I'm
afraid I'm goingto haveto push you on this.

ABBY
(beat) Give me aminute.

ABBY thoughtfully holds the scrapbook.

ROCHELLE
wdl?

The door opens and SAVANNAH rushesiin.

SAVANNAH
| tried to get her to wait outside. Shewouldn't listen! 1t's Opa Anne Hatchett!

OPAL ANNE pushes past SAVANNAH.

ROCHELLE
Opd Anne!

OPAL ANNE
(ignores SAVANNAH) Rochelle, areyou aware that your lobby security guard has 'bout
the coldest pair of hands in the mid-South?
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ROCHELLE

What areyou doing here, Opa Anne? Whereis your lawyer? You shouldn't be here
without your lawy er-

OPAL ANNE
| am hereto discuss the theft of my property, and the property of Genera Andrew

Kirby Hatchett of the Fifth Tennessee Infantry Division- (points a ABBY) by that con
artist, and thief!

Sound cue: Civil War tune, distant battle
sounds. BLACKOUT. INTERM ISSON.
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ACT TWO.

A few minutes later. Lights up on ROCHELLE
and OPAL ANNE. Chants outside the window.

OPAL ANNE
| camedl theway over herein this bitter-cold weather- (silence) And now you refuseto
speak to me?

ROCHELLE
| can't speak with you, Opd Anne, becauseyou're represented by counsd. Next time
you have somethingto say to me, bringyour sociopath attorney with you.

OPAL ANNE
MYy goodness, Rochelle, without the swaddling of soft, sweet, good manners, avisit with
you would be well-nigh unbearable.

ROCHELLE
I’m not takingto you.

OPAL ANNE
Let medleviateyour anxiety. | have asked my family attorney to step aside fromthis
case. | do not believe heis the right man for the job.

ROCHELLE
Who's your counsd, then?

OPAL ANNE
You'relookin’ at her.

ROCHELLE

(Isthisapositive devdopment?) You'rerepresentingyoursdf? That’s ... abrupt.

OPAL ANNE
| S’ poseyou may cal me*“Esquire” (laughs) At any rate, you and | certainly may spesk
to each other. Attorney to atorney.

ROCHELLE
| don't intend to settle. There' s no need for aconversation.
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OPAL ANNE
Asmy own attorney at law, | have alist of severa items that | need to discuss with you.

ROCHELLE
We have asayingin thelegd profession: “ Anyone who represents herself has afool for a
client.”

OPAL ANNE
No need for discourtesy! (beat) Oh. | see. You're still sore a me. (Slence) For voting
against your membership inthe D.B.W.A.

ROCHELLE
| am not! (beat) You did morethan just vote.

OPAL ANNE
| made arecommendation. The committee made up its own mind, independent of my
influence.

ROCHELLE
The Downtown Business Women's Association is aterrorist organization.

OPAL ANNE
(laughs) You'd join in aheartbest if wed haveyou! Aw. Aretheladies shunnin'y our
behind?

ROCHELLE
That- cult- controls networking and business referras in this town-

OPAL ANNE
Poor thing: you scrabbling for clients?

ROCHELLE
| don’t know whereyou would get / that idea

OPAL ANNE
M aybeif you showed up at church on Sunday, you could chase 'em down in the pews.

ROCHELLE
Opd Anne. | am as eager to praise Jesus as the next person, but your church is not
welcomingto me.
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OPAL ANNE
Pick 'emup injall, | guess. (beat) Rochelle, you are aware that the objections people have
to your chosen lifestyle are bible-based.

ROCHELLE
My chosen/ lifestyle-

OPAL ANNE
You are snug as abugin arug with one Savannah Hill.

ROCHELLE
She works for me.

OPAL ANNE
You hired one of your own kind.

ROCHELLE
It's not your business.

OPAL ANNE

You are wearin' those pantsuits on adaily basis. And you drivea"Vul-voh." We can dl
add two plus two, which equds lesbian.

ROCHELLE
My privatelife has no bearingon my practice.

OPAL ANNE
No one put agunto your head and forced you to decideto belesbian. Thefact is, the
D.B.W.A. cannot accept abominated individuds. It's against our by -laws.

ROCHELLE
You can't accept-? What about the women who deceive their husbands, gossip, or cheat
their customers? T here goes y our whole damn membership, right there.

OPAL ANNE
We are dl sinners. 'Course, some ddight in the sin more than others.

ROCHELLE
(beat, wants to say "fuck you" but doesn't) You said you have alist. Let’s haveit.
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OPAL ANNE
You people fromthe north arejust as harsh and frosty as your winters. Around here, we
cherish our smdl tak. And we aways offer visitors alibation to slake their thirst.
(silence) I'll takeawater. My needs are simple.

ROCHELLE
(buzzes theintercom.) Can you bringin agass of tap water, please?

OPAL ANNE
However, | would not turn down abottle of imported pure sparkling springwater, with
extra-smal bubbles, sourced from some exotic locae.

ROCHELLE
(buzzes theintercom) Savannah, please go through those old bottles a the back of the
fridge and bring us a couple of Crysta Geysers. Thank you.

OPAL ANNE
| must say, thefact that Savannah Hill is still employed by Bright and Ashworth brings
me up short. She has been disbarred-

ROCHELLE
She's not disbarred! Her law license is suspended. Temporarily.

OPAL ANNE
Yet heresheis: working In your office. (silence) | could report you both to the
Tennessee Bar.

ROCHELLE
Savannah doesn't perform tasks that require her license. Savannah ty pes up my notes and
files my paperwork.

OPAL ANNE
Any "privateduties,” on the side?

ROCHELLE
Threats, demands, and innuendo: that’s your idea of “small tak?’ Please go over your
list, Opd Anne.

OPAL ANNE
(beat) | want you to prosecute my suit.
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ROCHELLE
Your suit. | thought you were handlingit pro se. (pro say)

OPAL ANNE
| don’'t know what that is ... but thefact remains: | want you to pursue my civil case
against that colored grl. | understand that Porter Bright has taken her side. And | would
liketo engageyou to argue against that crimina con artist, to protect my interests.

ROCHELLE
If Porter were her atorney... were partners, and it would be aconflict of interest for me
to work for you. (silence) A violation of my ethics.

OPAL ANNE
(puzzled) "Ethics." Ethics?In alaw firm?

ROCHELLE
| can't represent you. I'm taking Abby's side. | plan to beat you, and win this lawsuit.

OPAL ANNE
How you gonnado that? (beat) I'll tell you what | think. | believeyou amto twist the
facts of my case. | believeyou'll place me front and center as some kind of Southern-fried
circus clown, usin' the sametype of publicity asyou did with that dance club incident.

ROCHELLE
If that's what you think, why would you want to hire me?

OPAL ANNE
| want any media coveragethat occurs to be favorableto me.

ROCHELLE
You're concerned about how you'll look.

OPAL ANNE
| didn't say that. (best) Liberds have dway s used the agitation of raceto try and bring
down the South. You'll prolly court the libera media; then go on about slavery. "Savery
this" and "slavery that," prolly. (fishing) That's my guess. (Slence) When, in fact, our
fidld hands were viewed as family, and were very well-treated.

ROCHELLE
Pardon me. Under slavery ?
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OPAL ANNE
Under the American sy stem of African servitude.

ROCHELLE
History cdled; it begs to differ.

OPAL ANNE
I'm speaking of my Kin.

ROCHELLE

You have no understanding of history. Theway you continue to honor the Confederacy
is-is-

OPAL ANNE
Widespread. Popular.

ROCHELLE
That doesn't makeit right! But | appreciate y our willingness to expose y our own bigotry .
One of many reasons | won't represent you. What elseis on your list?

OPAL ANNE
(pressing on) We don't travel in the same circles, Rochelle, and you are aNortherner. But
as sure as the Confederate battle flag can be found flyin' on homes and trucks in al fifty
states, we sharealot of common ground. You should consider what we haveto offer.

ROCHELLE
| don't understand.

OPAL ANNE
I'm referrin’ to our traditiondist movement. Almost athousand groups, now, across the
country. It’sacultura crusadethat supports and favors peoplelikeyou and me.

ROCHELLE
| thought | was "abominated.”

OPAL ANNE
You could strugge into adress, do somethin' to normalizeyour hair, and shave your legs.
Providin' you keep your mouth shut, you'd be warmly recelved. You see, our movement
is on therise, bringngforth amighty vision for the future: a country restored to our
origina founding principles.
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ROCHELLE
This country is founded on the principle, "All of us are created equd.”

OPAL ANNE
(laughs) That's aproposition, not aprinciple. And it was written by Thomas Jefferson.
Hedidn't meanit literdly!

ROCHELLE
You’ ve been brainwashed by revisionists. You' ve been conned. The Confederacy is caled
the"Lost Cause' becauseyou peoplelost.

OPAL ANNE
MYy goodness, you are out of touch. You take alook a who's sittingin the White House
in Washington, DC? And the Southern White House, in Florida? You should think about
what sidethis lawsuit putsyou on, if you defend that grl.

Sounds. ROCHELLE moves to the window.

ROCHELLE
I'mwell aware of what side I'm on: the side of removing that monument.

OPAL ANNE
You will never destroy our monuments: not without abattle. They are an emblem of the
loss and traumawe suffered a the hands of invaders from the North. Saughtering us on
our own soil!

ROCHELLE
You'reno victim; you can stop playingone.

OPAL ANNE
M ake light of our anguish and pain if you wish. Our men returned with "soldier's heart."
Now caled “PTSD.” Or never returned. Shot in battle, their blood bravely spilled.

ROCHELLE
Accordingto every historica account, most Confederate deaths resulted from diarrhea.
Anyway, the monuments are a sy mbol of bigotry, and they divide the community.

OPAL ANNE
Even if those ... Tdiban on the Tennessee Historicd Commission succeed in taking
Generd Forrest from our park, he will remain enshrined as ahero in our souls!
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ROCHELLE
(for her campaign) Do you support the Klan?

OPAL ANNE
It’s not just the Klan out there. It's your neighbors. | understand you congratulate
yoursef that you're better than me. But you're livingup on the hill, not in theflats.
Worried about your property vaues. Sure, you'l hire one of them ... but only to grow
your client base.

ROCHELLE
You've mistaken mefor your friends, the KKK.

OPAL ANNE
(laughs) | seeyou, Rochdle. You prefer not to mix ... unless they're mowingyour lawn,
comingto you as an accused thief, or filin" your paperwork. As | sad, wehavealot in
common.

ROCHELLE
Don't ddudeyoursdf. I'm from Delaware, not "Dixie."

OPAL ANNE
You'renot my mora superior. Delawarefreed its hands afull two years after Tennessee
freed ours. You want to be assimilated and diversi-teed out of existence, be my guest. I'm
not ashamed of defendingwhat made us the world's greatest nation. Those men out there
arereclamingour history.

ROCHELLE
A part of history best forgotten!

OPAL ANNE
Then the past will repeat. Won't it? (beat) Your business is doin' poorly. Think about the
fees| could bringin, Rochelle.

They starea each other. SAVANNAH enters
with two Crysta Gey ser waters.

SAVANNAH
| set up Abby inthe other conference room. She's reading her fugtive slave book. And
Rochédlle, | did not attend law school to be chained to your intercom every waking hour.
Hello, Opa Anne,
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OPAL ANNE
(Ignoring SAVANNAH. To ROCHELLE) If you rethink your answer, | will remove
impediments to your membership inthe D.B.W.A.

ROCHELLE
| don't care.

SAVANNAH
Hello, Opd Anne.

OPAL ANNE

(to ROCHELLE) Doesn't that entice you to accept my offer?
ROCHELLE takes thewater.

ROCHELLE
No, it doesn't.

OPAL ANNE
Full membership. And ahefty client fee.

SAVANNAH
(extendingthewater) Hello, Opa Anne.

OPAL ANNE won't takethewater.
SAVANNAH setsthewater on thetable.

SAVANNAH (CONT'D)
(to OPAL ANNE) What do you want Rochellefor?

ROCHELLE
Shewants meto make her look upstanding, and respectable.

SAVANNAH
(to ROCHELLE, innocently) | have absolutely nothingto say about that.

OPAL ANNE
(to ROCHELLE) | am waitin' for your answer!

ROCHELLE
I'm not signingon as your atorney. Get on with your list.
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OPAL ANNE rummages in her bag, takes out a
lipstick, lotion, and ahandgun, sets them on the
table. Finds and retrieves a manilaenvelope.
Replaces items. ROCHELLE stares.

ROCHELLE (CONT’'D)
How did you get that past security ?

OPAL ANNE
My lipstick? Oh. It’s not an explosive device ... it's aconceded carry handgun, protected
by the Second Amendment. (Handing the envelopeto ROCHELLE) Here. Before | let
him go, | had my lawyer amend the charges against your client. |'ve added a second matter
to my complant. Perhaps it will inspireyou to reconsider. (Slence) You see, the
Hatchett family bible has gone missingfrom my home.

ROCHELLE
(oh, shit) Your ... bible?

OPAL ANNE
A large and well-preserved family bible, circa 1800. Last seen in the arms of your client.

ROCHELLE
No bible ended up a the Getty sburg museum.

SAVANNAH
And Abby is from Cdlifornia, where they do not read the bible.

OPAL ANNE
Nevertheless. In addition to under-gppraisingmy heirlooms for her own persona gan,
that grl has up and stolen my Holy Book.

ROCHELLE and SAVANNAH read the
charges.

OPAL ANNE (CONT'D)
This suit is no longer about an under-gppraisd; it's common theft.

ROCHELLE
Thisis- I'll discuss it with Abby. I'm sure she didn't take y our book.
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OPAL ANNE
SedingtheHoly Bibleis not only acrime, it’s asin of the highest order. She took
possession of the book the very first day she arrived a my estate.

SAVANNAH
You gaveit to her. In order to demean her.

ROCHELLE
We re aware of the circumstances. (gves the papers to SAVANNAH) Thank you for the
water. You can add thisto Abby'sfile. That will be al for now.

SAVANNAH
| would like to stick around.

OPAL ANNE
Oh, it'd belovely if your grl stayed. You said shetypes up your notes. Perhaps she
takes shorthand?

SAVANNAH and OPAL ANNE face off.
ROCHELLE takes apad and pen from the table.
Hands them to SAVANNAH, who snatches
them, annoy ed; staks over to achair, sits.

OPAL ANNE (CONT'D)
It seems to methat this entire situation is charged with tension, Rochdle. Fraught and
laden. Thefact that the heirlooms in question are from the Confederacy -

ROCHELLE
Exactly what | said-

OPAL ANNE
Among the general public outside the mid-South, that is, libera Yankees, it may be seen
as controversia. There may be achasm of confused notions about why we vaue our
particular way of life. (beat) This goes back to beforethe war. Hatred of my raceis the
motivefor that grl to cheat mein thefirst place. (to SAVANNAH) Writethat down.

SAVANNAH
Opd Anne, you have a better chance of being cheated by your own bank than by any
individud, of any color! | read areport-
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ROCHELLE
Savannah, can you please stay out / of this?

SAVANNAH
It's been proved by ascientific study! These big banks make up fake accounts, charge
illegal fees, forge signatures, foreclose without / cause-

ROCHELLE
Objection-

OPAL ANNE
TheFirst Bank of Tennesseedid not get up in my attic and wak away with my family
heirlooms!

SAVANNAH
Fifty percent better chance of being robbed by a bank than by aperson. You want meto
show you on my phone?

OPAL ANNE
No, | don't want to look a any study on your phone-

SAVANNAH
Take me but three seconds to Googethething

OPAL ANNE
My bank is not named in this lawsuit! (to ROCHELLE) If your token hirethinks / she's
goingto educate me, she has got another think comin'. In fact, she can jJump off that train
before it tootles out the station!

SAVANNAH
"Token!" | am fully quaified to be an atorney in this state! | graduated second in my
class, and | passed the bar on my first attempt!

ROCHELLE
Can we act like adults? Will y'dl please compose y ourselves!

OPAL ANNE and SAVANNAH step back.

SAVANNAH
Don't go steding"y'dl,” Rochdlle.
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ROCHELLE
(to OPAL ANNE) We |l ded with thisclam at trid. Is there anythingelse on your list?
If not, I’'m afraid you' re goingto haveto leave.

OPAL ANNE
| have onethingmore. I’vegven it alot of thought, and it has occurred to methat since
Caleb got roped into ascheme by this colored girl-

SAVANNAH
Tha she's ayoungwoman of color has nothingto do with / the case.

ROCHELLE
(to SAVANNAH) All right. (to OPAL ANNE) Please continue.

OPAL ANNE
It adds an intricacy to the situation. So. Besides amendingmy complaint, | have moved to
save Cdeb from being caught up in awhirlwind of black-white bitterness.

ROCHELLE
You mean trying his case separady. | know / that-

OPAL ANNE
Hold your horses; that's not what I'm takin' about. | sat my nephew down, and we had a
long heart-to-heart. Bosoms were bared, and tears were shed. Snce he was raised by my
sister LilaRae, out in the Land of Fruits and Nuts ... Wdll, it's no surprise to any body
he's three pickles shy of ajar. But | did takethetimeto hear from his own mouth what
happened.

ROCHELLE
What did hetdl you?

SAVANNAH
And why would you bdieveit's true?

OPAL ANNE
My nephew is eager to avoid the dramaof centuries of racia resentment. Which seems to
beworsened by these... degply meaningful family keepsakes. Caleb described to me how
that grl gained his confidence, by pretendingto have affection for him. Then, deceived
him like acommonplace Jezebd. That colored grl waked right up to atrunkful of
treasure and declared it worth nothin.'
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ROCHELLE
(M aking notes) | see. Your definition of "nothing' is "sixty thousand dollars.”

OPAL ANNE
| never saw apenny. That grl took everything, and conspired to make Caeb appear liable
for her fraud!

SAVANNAH
The museum said the heirlooms arrived by courier. And the money was wired to an
account that’s closed; and was never in Abby’s name. There s nothingthat ties those
heirlooms to Abby.

OPAL ANNE
There s her gppraisa! Caeb left no doubt in my mind: My nephew is innocent.

ROCHELLE
Nobody is innocent.

OPAL ANNE
Kin dway s takes precedence. (beat. To SAVANNAH) Writethis down: | have dropped
my case against Caleb.

ROCHELLE
You'reclamingmy client is the sole perpetrator?

OPAL ANNE
| am.

SAVANNAH
You haven't even heard Abby's side!

OPAL ANNE

| have no need. | am content. (beat) The Hatchett family had severd men fightingin the
War. Welost five. (emotiond) Those heirlooms, and that bible: those are my family's
things, which iswhy ther lossis so devastating. (to ROCHELLE) | am left to ponder
your motivations for pursuingthe suit. | assumeyou are driven by ambition,
recrimination, and white quilt.

ROCHELLE
MYy motives are pure.
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OPAL ANNE
You just said "Nobody is innocent." Which means your client's guilty.

ROCHELLE
It's acatchphrase! A motto. A saying, like, like... Like, "Who Runs the World? Girls!"

Both look at ROCHELLE.

ROCHELLE (CONT'D)
Or ... like... "with Liberty and Justicefor al."

OPAL ANNE
Snce she's quilty, you've now got to somehow justify the theft. (thinks, guesses) Prolly
plan to portray this woman as some kind of populist thief of the common people.
M akin’ up for wrongs committed against her.

ROCHELLE
(beat) Guess again. I'm aware you're nosing around for my defense strategy. You won't
get it. | will remind you: my client will not settle.

OPAL ANNE
| redlize a settlement would destroy the opportunity for you to inflate y our massive ego
onthat TV show, "M emphis Live."

ROCHELLE
Fuck you, Opd Anne.

A moment.

SAVANNAH
| agree with something Opa Anne said, and that is making me nervous.

OPAL ANNE
Bless your heart. (to ROCHELLE) Prideis the orignd sin.

ROCHELLE
Herel thought it was back-stabbing.

SAVANNAH
Being apreacher’ skid, I'm highly qualified to settle this question. Theorignd sin ... is
ageaingto have a conversation with a snake.
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OPAL ANNE
What? It is not! It's pride. Perhaps we are perusing two different Good Books. You got
some colored version?

SAVANNAH
M ine's full-length. Sounds like y ou've been skimming the comic book edition.

OPAL ANNE
Read back those notes!

SAVANNAH hands OPAL ANNE her note
pad. OPAL ANNE looks a the blank page.

SAVANNAH
Read them yourself. (OPAL ANNE can't find them.) Flip over the page.

OPAL ANNE
(flips, reads) This says, "l am not your secretary!"

SAVANNAH smiles.
ROCHELLE

Opd Anne, you'vedisrupted my client conference, and my day, long enough. My timeis
vauable. Is there anything else on your list that we need to go over?

OPAL ANNE
(furious) No. Thereis not.

ROCHELLE
Then, | will ask you to leave.

OPAL ANNE

| thought it was plenty rude when you gave methe silent treatment ... but tryin’ to get rid
of me beforel am ready to depart takes the al-fired cake!

ROCHELLE
If you have anythingelseto tell me, or more documents, or added clams, whatever it is ...
please use the usua methods: messenger and email.

OPAL ANNE
| prefer to ded faceto face.
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ROCHELLE
Thereis nothingmoreto say. I’'m busy, and I’'m telingyou: Get out of my office.

OPAL ANNE
| sit here stunned by your incivility to afellow litigator.

ROCHELLE
If you refuseto leave, I'll get security. | will haveyou forcibly removed. (silence) Don't
think I won't.

OPAL ANNE
(beat) | haven't finished my Crysta Geyser water.

ROCHELLE
Fine. I'm goingto thelobby; and I'll seeyou shortly.

SAVANNAH
You're leaving me alone with her?

ROCHELLE
Sometimes there are no good options.

Giving SAVANNAH awarninglook,
ROCHELLE exits. SAVANNAH crossesto her
briefcase, rummages, takes out atiny bible, a
handgun, and her cell phone. Checks her cell
phone. Returns dl theitems to her bag. ABBY
enters with her backpack and thered library
scrapbook, sets them down.

SAVANNAH
Abby, it’s best you wait outside.

OPAL ANNE
My, my. Look who's here.

ABBY

I've been sitting out there long enough, whileyou discuss my case, without me. Again!
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SAVANNAH
(quickly summarizing) Opd Anneis representing hersdf. She's dropped the case against
her nephew, and is now suingy ou, aone.

ABBY
What? That's bullshit. Caleb cheated both of us!

SAVANNAH
Your atorney has goneto fetch security. Which means: now would be agood timeto
hush up.

ABBY
What am | goingto do?1 don't have amillion dollars!

OPAL ANNE
Tha will be unfortunate when ajudgement is rendered.

ABBY
Savannah, wedon’'t haveto go to court at al, if you'll let metell her what / happened.

SAVANNAH
Thisisn’t the venue to run your mouth. Let’s al observe severa minutes of silence.

ABBY
Doesn’t the truth mean anything around here?

OPAL ANNE
| would be delighted to finaly hear sometruth.

SAVANNAH
Weadl want the truth. But this woman is the plaintiff in your suit. To say anythingin
front of her, without Rochelle, isarisk you do not want to take.

ABBY
Aren't | entitled, by law, to face my accuser?

SAVANNAH
In court.
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ABBY
You told mel should settle! (beat) If you knew the strategy Rochelle has in mind! If you
understood how she plans to- (stops) Thisisthelesser risk. If you had heard Rochélle,
Savannah. You wouldn’t try to shut me up.

A moment. SAVANNAH considers.

SAVANNAH
| get it.

OPAL ANNE
| would bevery interested in Rochelle' s strategy . Isn’t that something opposing counsels
share with one another, prior to tria?

SAVANNAH
You arejust as confused as acow on Astroturf. (to ABBY) Opd Anne's nephew has laid
his crimeat your feet. If you have somethingto say ... You'd better hurry up and say it.

OPAL ANNE
MYy nephew spegks only verifiable facts.

SAVANNAH
Did hetéell you hewas dating Abby, here? No he did not.

ABBY
Caeb sad mehed take me here, so | could do my family research. He gave me apromise

ring-

SAVANNAH
Soeed past this part.

ABBY
(to OPAL ANNE) Theday after the reenactment, Caeb and | climbed up into your éttic,
aone. | gpprased the heirloomsin your trunk-

OPAL ANNE
For sixty thousand! And then made sure the museum transferred amillion dollars to your
offshore account!

ABBY
Dol look likel have an offshore account?
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OPAL ANNE
(asif thisis proof) You are from Southern Cdifornia

SAVANNAH
(quickly) Describe what happened with the antiques, please.

ABBY
(to OPAL ANNE) | evauaed them like aprofessiond. They werein very poor
condition. The generd'’s uniform was missing buttons, and the trousers were patched and
frayed. Thetangwas gone from the sword. The battle flagwas in tatters.

OPAL ANNE
| wouldn't keep atattered Sars and Bars!

ABBY
| couldn’t believe amuseum wanted any of them for display. (to SAVANNAH) Do you
think I’'mtdlingthe truth?

SAVANNAH
I- I would say ... Yes, | believeyou are.

OPAL ANNE
No judgeis goingto believe her, over me!

SAVANNAH
(to OPAL ANNE) Con men are persuasive: that's true by definition. Smart people get
fooled dl thetime. It’s nothingto be ashamed of. Your boy was bent on scapegoating
Abby, here. And he conned you pretty good in the process.

OPAL ANNE
| don't suekin. (referringto ABBY) On the other hand, | do sue carpetbaggers: Outsiders
who cometo aregonto prey on loca people.

ABBY
| didn't prey on you. Caeb showed methese crappy ... Everythingwas packed in a
brand-new footlocker, like, from Wamart.

OPAL ANNE
Also, alie. The generd’ s things were stowed in my antique steamer trunk. | remember
distinctly. Out of adozen trunksin my attic, | stored those heirlooms in the finest trunk.
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SAVANNAH
Isthat your testimony ? Because/ it- [contradicts Abby's.]

ABBY
It's obvious! Caeb showed me different artifacts, inferior ones, knowing| would appraise
them fairly. Then he sold y our family heirlooms to the museum for alot more money!

OPAL ANNE
No jury will beievethat | own afootlocker. From Wamart? The very notion is ludicrous.
That the proceeds of this salewent to liningthis girl's persond pocketbook ... it's
heartbresking

SAVANNAH
You can't expect amiracle, Abby. Save your testimony for thejury. You did your best.

ABBY
| did. (beat) Now, | have aquestion for you, Opa Anne.

OPAL ANNE
(sarcastic, bright) Oh, an | now on trid?

SAVANNAH
(to ABBY) Whatever it is, leaveit done!

ABBY
(to SAVANNAH) It's okay . (to OPAL ANNE) Whileyour nephew was busy smearing
my reputation, did hetel you that helent meyour family Bible? The oneyou made me
carry duringthe reenactment? (beat) He did. And | have the book ... right here.

As sheis speaking, ABBY has taken an 1800's
family bible from her backpack. It iswrapped in
archivd plastic. She dons cotton goves and
removes the plastic. A moment.

SAVANNAH
(under her breath) Jesus, wave me home. Abby, put acork init, right now.

OPAL ANNE
You stolethat from me, is the plain truth!
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ABBY
| borrowed her bible. Caeb told meit was no bigded, and that | could help my self.

OPAL ANNE
You burged that!

SAVANNAH
(to OPAL ANNE) Even afakelawyer can get that borrowingabook is not acrime.

ABBY
Asyou can see, there s been no damage. It’s in perfect condition.

SAVANNAH
Heaven knows, it went unread by its owner.

ABBY
(to OPAL ANNE) I valued your artifactsfarly. Later that day, the Authenticity
Committee mistakenly returned both mine and Caeb’s cell phones ... to me. |- happened
to gance through his text messages-

SAVANNAH
Boundaries, Abby-

OPAL ANNE
| want to hear this!

ABBY

Hewas texting with someone ... afinancial middleman with an overseas bank account.
When the committee redized, and reclamed his phone... | did some soul-searching. I'd
been had. (silence) Then, Caeb disappeared; he ghosted me. There was no way to gve
back the bible, short of visiting Opd Anne.

ROCHELLE enters.

ROCHELLE
Abby’snot- (takes in the situation.) What the hell is goingon / here?!

OPAL ANNE
(ignoring ROCHELLE) That’s acover story, invented by athief!

ROCHELLE
| step out for five minutes, and you compromise- [the suit!]
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SAVANNAH
Sometimes there are no good options. What is your strategy for defendin’ this client?

ROCHELLE
| don’t oweyou that.

ABBY
I’d liketo statefor the record, in front of witnesses, that | am returning Opa Ann€'s
bible. | apologzefor borrowingit, without your permission.

ROCHELLE
That’s the missing bible?

OPAL ANNE
Solen-

ROCHELLE

(to OPAL ANNE) Therés no harm done. Certainly no grounds for alawsuit.

OPAL ANNE
Thetheft of this precious family book is written up in my civil complaint!

ROCHELLE
You handed her that book .... after forcing her to dress as aslave! The mens rea (menz
ray-ah) for theft requires specific intent: to deprive an individua of property. Cardoza
vee ... Car, 2002. Plainly, that intent is lackingin this instance.

SAVANNAH
Whatever happened to fetching security ?

ROCHELLE garesa SAVANNAH.

OPAL ANNE
Next time, don’'t hirethe same security detall that tends to my reenactments.

ABBY
Will you listen to me for aminute? (silence) This bible ... means something. The middle
pages, in between the Old Testament and the New. (She has placed abookmark.) It's got
afamily regstry: pages set asidefor historica dates: M arriages, Births and Degaths ...
Thisisimportant.
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ROCHELLE
Objection: relevance!

SAVANNAH
What? Overruled.

ABBY

You can judge relevance when I’ m through. (ABBY reads.) January thetwelfth, 1861.
Thebirth of Opd Anne Hatchett.

OPAL ANNE
MYy second great-grandmother. This means what ?

ABBY
June, 1862. You'll see. The birth of William Robert Kirby Hatchett.

OPAL ANNE takesthebible. ABBY continues
to recite from memory .

ROCHELLE
There. She' s re-taken possession.

OPAL ANNE
(absorbed) My second great-grandmother's brother.

ABBY
August the seventh, 1862. At ten in the morning, right? Cut down in the bloom of life,
M issus-

OPAL ANNE
(reading) Annabelle Sage Hatchett. (to theroom) My third great-grandmother, Generd
Andrew's wife. It's told she succumbed to a particularly malicious slice of pork loin.
What isyour point?

ABBY
September the third, 1863. Look. "The birth of Baby Girl Ayone."

OPAL ANNE reads theentry. ABBY picks up
thered volume of Fugtive Save Ads.

OPAL ANNE
"Baby Girl Ayone'? Tha name... is unknown to me.
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ABBY reads from the red scrgpbook.

ABBY
And this, from Savannah's genedogcd library. (Explains) It's an ad. (Reads) " Offer of a
twenty dollar reward for afugtive house slave, answersto "Abigail." Absconded from
Shelby County with her mulatto baby girl, name of Ayone. The wench is sixteen years of
age, bears theletter 'H' burned onto one hip. As sheis clever, and can read and write, |
have no doubt shewill try to pass as free." (shows the scrapbook to ROCHELLE) That
ad was placed in the M emphis Enquirer, dated January 26, 1864. By one General A. K.
Hatchett.

A moment.

OPAL ANNE
| do not understand what y ou areinsinuating.

SAVANNAH
| do.

ABBY
Thefacts are these: Between your own Hatchett family bible, my research, and this
advertisement, it is obvious-

SAVANNAH
Clear as dass.

ABBY
It's clear as gassthat you and | come from the same family line. That you and | sharethe
samethird great-grandfather: Generd Andrew Hatchett.

ROCHELLE
Related to Opd Anne? That's ... alot of sympathy points.

OPAL ANNE
(to ABBY) You are accusing the Genera-?

ABBY
Yes, Opa Anne! Of fathering Baby Girl Ayone, my grandmother's grandmother. Her
mother was his enslaved house servant, Abigail.
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OPAL ANNE
| have traced my roots through the archives of The United Daughters of the Confederacy,
alegtimate heritage organization. None of what you clam is documented.

ROCHELLE
The documentation is right there.

SAVANNAH
(to OPAL ANNE) Sure, it was easy for you to traceyour line. It's tough for Abby to do
the same. Her ancestor might have ended up bein' nothing more than anumber, and an age,
inaplantation ledger. (to ABBY) You got lucky.

OPAL ANNE
| am sure-

SAVANNAH
| am sure you should have cracked y our own family bible.

OPAL ANNE
(To SAVANNAH) Thisis not your concern! (To ABBY) This entry does not state,
"Ayone Hatchett."

ABBY
The Generd's wife died ayear before the baby's birth, as noted on those pages.

ROCHELLE
Ayone can't be Annabell€'s child.

OPAL ANNE
The Generd would never ... triflewith aslavel

ROCHELLE
You're mixing up your terms, Opa Anne.

OPAL ANNE
He would never list one of his servants in the family Good Book! The/ idea

ABBY
Why would the general write"Baby Girl Ayone" in the pages of his own family bible,
unless sheis his?
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OPAL ANNE checks the family registry again.

OPAL ANNE
| ... That's another thing. Rochelle? Comelook at this, it's written in another hand. Seethe
difference? T he genera never recorded this!

ABBY
(referringto the ad) "As sheis clever, and can read and write."

SAVANNAH
(low whistle) Abigail notated it herself.

ABBY
| believe she did.

OPAL ANNE
| will not entertain this ... attack on my bloodline, and slander of the Generd's good name!
| will engage aforgery expert to andyzetheink on this page-

ROCHELLE
(looking) This noteis old and faded, the same as these other inscriptions.

ABBY
| agreewith Opa Anne let's remove any doubt. Hiretwo forgery experts, please. I'd like
more witnesses to my ancestor’s ingenuity and courage.

OPAL ANNE
(beat) It's- Thisis ... It’ssimply incredible!

ABBY
(to OPAL ANNE) Your Generd Hatchett raped my third great-grandmother-

OPAL ANNE
A lie

ABBY
Who bore his child, inscribed her birth, and escgped, despite great persond danger, to
Camp Neson, Kentucky . Where she was freed. (beat) | was confident, after | saw your
bible, theday | arrived. But | needed to know for sure. Savannah helped mefind the
Generd's ad. Two pieces of evidence confirm I'm right.
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ROCHELLE
Opd Anne, as an atorney licensed to practicelaw in the Sate of Tennessee, | would say
that what Abby has put together ... Wewould cdl it "apreponderance of the evidence."

Slence as OPAL ANNE considers.

OPAL ANNE
Did you cheat me,

ABBY
Caeb cheated us both.

ROCHELLE

That million-dollar trove of heirlooms, in the Getty sburg museum ...

ABBY
Yes. As sureas I'm standing here, those are my third great-grandfather's heirlooms.

SAVANNAH
You have family heirlooms, after all.

OPAL ANNE turnsto ROCHELLE.

OPAL ANNE
| would prefer, my dear friend Rochelle, that this"story™ be kept here, in this room.
Amongthefour of us. This ... speculation about my family must not get out into the
public sphere.

ABBY
our family.

ROCHELLE
That’s not possible, Opd Anne. This bibleis part of pre-tria discovery.

OPAL ANNE
| venturethat the United Daughters of the Confederacy - [can clear this up.]

SAVANNAH
The UDC can kiss Abby's ass!
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OPAL ANNE
(turns on SAVANNAH) That's about dl | can stand outtayou! You are suspended from
practicing law in this state, and if | wereyou-

SAVANNAH
If you were me? You have no ideaof my life, and you could not be me because | have
more integrity in my little pinkie finger-

ROCHELLE
Not now, / Savannah.

SAVANNAH
She has been dismissing me, and | will not tolerate the lack of respect!

ROCHELLE
I'm warning y ou: watch what you say .

SAVANNAH gves ROCHELLE adisgusted
look.

ROCHELLE (CONT'D)
Opad Anne, thereis still the matter of the civil suit. Which will go forward, and which will
make public-

ABBY
That wearefamily.

OPAL ANNE
No.

ABBY

| don't likeit. You don't likeit, either, I'm sure. But herewe are, you and me: Kin. (pause)
| thought | heard you say, you "don't suekin.”

ROCHELLE
Just aminute. When did she say that? This is not a settlement conversation: we re going
to court.

SAVANNAH
(to ROCHELLE) | have been begagingyou to settle this case-
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OPAL ANNE
When | consider my reputation, and my business-

ROCHELLE
(to OPAL ANNE) Don't bein such ahurry. Don't let your own bigotry rob you blind.

SAVANNAH
(To ROCHELLE, angy) Opd Annesaid it, after you left the room: She doesn't sue kin!

ROCHELLE
(to OPAL ANNE) But... You won't even admit that sheisyour kin!

OPAL ANNE thinks.
OPAL ANNE
The case is withdrawn.
ROCHELLE
You'regvingup al that money-
OPAL ANNE

| am. | will ask my attorney to- that is, | will take up this matter with-
Oh, you know what | mean. We refinished. And you will never speek of this grl's ...
theory, to anyone.

SAVANNAH
Tha sound you just heard, Rochdle? s the snap! of your mediaspotlight being switched
off. You'll haveto get on TV some other way .

OPAL ANNE
(to ABBY) Regardless of what occurred today: | know you to be a chedt.

ABBY
Opad Anne, you own thousands of acres, and ahouse. You're wedthy, with al that
you'veinherited because you're aHatchett. You enjoy status and standingin this
community . But your family built its fortune on the backs of peoplelike my third greet-
grandmother. Abigal’s story has no kindly white plantation owner, no “ good” slave
master. Shewas stolen. Owned as property, branded to show she was his. Forced to
work for nothing. Raped, and compelled to bear her rgpist's child. She never got justice
for the crimes against her: kidnapping, imprisonment, the loss of her homeand and her

loved ones, the theft of her freedom!
(MORE)
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ABBY (CONT'D)
Abigail never saw apenny of thefruits of her forced labor, and neither did any of her
descendants. (pause) Would you still like to discuss who got cheated?

OPAL ANNE
(besat. Flustered.) | am unwillingto discuss anythingwith you.

SAVANNAH
If you read the biblein thefirst place, you’ d remember that part about lovingy our
neighbor. M athew 22.

OPAL ANNE
Do not instruct me on how to bea Christian!

SAVANNAH
Saveit for hel, Opd Anne.

A breath.

ABBY
You can't un-know me. We arekin. You can't continue to imagne that your family-

OPAL ANNE
What do you want.

ABBY
| want my bible.

OPAL ANNE

| am ever astonished a you people's sense of entitlement. You may takeit, in trade, for
your silence.

ABBY reclams the bible.

OPAL ANNE (CONT’D)
(to ABBY) It'stainted. | never want to seeit, or you, agan. (to theroom) Now, I'm going
home; | have ... areenactment to manage.

OPAL ANNE crosses to the door.

ABBY
If you want your money back, go ask Caeb.



Milton: Bamboozled. 2/26/2018 78

OPAL ANNE
(hard) You keep my nephew's name outtay our mouth.

OPAL ANNE exts. A long moment.

SAVANNAH
Whoooo. We beat her good!

ABBY
Grand slam, bottom of the ninth!

SAVANNAH

Come from behind, seventh game of the World Series!

They celebrate. SAVANNAH, furious a
ROCHELLFE srefusd to settle, turns to her.

SAVANNAH (CONT'D)
We bedt her, Rochdle.

ROCHELLE
Right. That's right. (To ABBY and SAVANNAH) You beat her.

ABBY
Weadl did. (to ROCHELLE) | appreciatedl of your (can't think of aword to describe
what ROCHELLE contributed) ... help.

SAVANNAH
(to ROCHELLE) You are ared piece of work.

ROCHELLE
(irritated, to SAVANNAH) What's your problem, now?

SAVANNAH
Rochdlle- (stops) | got something | gottatel you.

ABBY looks from ROCHELLE to
SAVANNAH.
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ABBY
Oh, shit. You want meto step out for aminute? (SAVANNAH nods.) | saw abox of
enveopes in the conference room; may 1-?

SAVANNAH
Surething.

ABBY picks up thered scrapbook, the Bible,
and her backpack, and exits. SAVANNAH faces
off with ROCHELLE.

ROCHELLE
| asked: What is your problem? You should be grateful. Abby's lawsuit is better than
settled. It’ s disappeared!

SAVANNAH
| will be gatheringup my things. | will be leavingthis office.

ROCHELLE
What does that mean?

SAVANNAH
| quit, Rochelle! You ddiberately discouraged Opa Annefrom droppin’ her lawsuit!

ROCHELLE
You're being ridiculous.

SAVANNAH
You haveablind spot. It prevents you from seeingthe harm you do in the name of
justice. And | am exhausted ... from fetchin' water for every bigot that sashaysin the
door, and cleaningup puke courtesy of Mr. Porter Bright. It's plain you do not regard me
as an equdl.

ROCHELLE
You can't do anythingthat requires alaw license, and I- |- |-

SAVANNAH
Even when | had my license y ou condescended to me! Asif you couldn't accept awoman
of color asalawyer a all.

ROCHELLE
Savannah, you know me. You know how | am.
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SAVANNAH
Severd adjectives cometo mind-

ROCHELLE
I'm color blind.

SAVANNAH
You see color enough to exploit it.

ROCHELLE

(huffy) | sponsor apoor black child in Africa, with monthly donations.

SAVANNAH
Grest, let’s put up amonument to you, Rochelle,

ROCHELLE
I- I- | stood up to Opa Anne about her slaveholder ancestors!

SAVANNAH
Sure. You'll stand up against amess ended a hundred and fifty years ago! Try looking at
what's going on, on these premises, this minute. Theway you treat me, and what you
amost did to Abby-

ROCHELLE
Forgve meif | can't keep up with every littlethingtha offends you!

SAVANNAH is taken aback.

SAVANNAH
Wow. (beat) You know, Deliahasn't been ableto find ajob, sinceyou "helped” her?

ROCHELLE
| didn’t know that. (beat) That means ... you'll need money. Say. You can re-gpply for
your licensein ten months-

SAVANNAH
You got Ddiafired, and my license revoked, and y ou're not gonnatake aspeck of
responsibility ?
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ROCHELLE
| have no control over Delids employer, and your suspension is on you. | told you to
keep your mouth shut. When ajudge threatens y ou with contempt of court, you need to
stop ydling!

SAVANNAH
Thejudgesaid | ydled. | did not yéll. (beet) Did you ever spesk up, Rochelle, and some

man calsyou “ hystericd?’

ROCHELLE
(beat) | get told I'm “too aggressive.”

SAVANNAH
That judge cdled mean “ angry black woman.” When dl | did was speak up for mysdf, in
acamvoice.

ROCHELLE
You'relucky hedidn't try to disbar you, for good.

SAVANNAH
You know what would have been lucky ? Havingafriend by my side. You're every body's

aly when the cameras running. Sep into judge's chambers, and you're quiet as a god-
blessed corpse.

ROCHELLE
I'mtruly sorry. | didn't think the judge would takeit to the bar! | didn't think-

SAVANNAH
| told you hewould. You don't listen. (beat) Delias career will not recover.

ROCHELLE
| got the charges dismissed-

SAVANNAH
But you splashed her face dl over the TV! A teacher a a Christian School. She's had
three job interviews this month. Thefirst question is aways: "Scuse me, you that dyke
from the dance club?' Then it's, "There's the door: Thank you and goodbye.”

ROCHELLE is shaken. Chants outside.

ROCHELLE
| apologze. I'm every bit as unhappy asyou are. It's not fair.
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SAVANNAH
What's "fair,” Rochelle? You' re gonnatdl mewhat's "fair?’

ROCHELLE
| face prgjudice, too.

SAVANNAH
Thisisn’'t acontest. It’s apleato stand in my shoes.

ROCHELLE
What happened to you was unacceptable. Honestly, thesedays, | don't know what's
happening. | don't even recognize my own country!

SAVANNAH
| grew up in M emphis, where Dr. Kingwas murdered. | recognize this country just fine.
(beat) What do you want, Rochelle?

ROCHELLE considers.

ROCHELLE
| want respect. | want them to accept me.

SAVANNAH
I'd likethat, too. | am hereto tell you that they will never respect you. You areaslap in
thefaceto their ided of white Southern womanhood.

ROCHELLE
| never meant to hurt you, or Delia. I'm financidly ... (stops; regroups) | have been
payingrent for this office out of my own pocket. Porter can't take cases; neither can you.
It's been very hard ... doing everything done. It's not an excuse for what | did. But, if you
would stay on ...

SAVANNAH
Abby explained theway she's been ripped off. But more can be stolen from aperson than
beongngs, and money . Every day, I'm robbed of my dignity ... and my worth. My
contribution is not acknowledged. You drummed up publicity for thisfirm at the expense
of two women of color.

ROCHELLE
/ But |-
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SAVANNAH
By not standing up for me, Rochelle? By usingme. | don't know if you can understand:
You cheated me. (Slence.) | need to step away from the system. Beingan atorney... |
wonder every day: whereis my ability to bringabout justicein this world?

ROCHELLE
You are an excdlent lawy er, Savannah.

SAVANNAH
(beat) Thank you.

ROCHELLE
(Careful) If you go ... how will you get by ?

SAVANNAH
For now, | expect I'll work at the Family History Library full-time.

ROCHELLE
That library's on the brink of bankruptcy.

SAVANNAH
No, it's not apersond enrichment scheme. But you saw what that library did for Abby.
It gves peoplether placein history. (beat) After | get the archives online, I'll seewhat |
do with my law degree.

ROCHELLE
You could come back to work / with us.

SAVANNAH
Maybel’ll start my own firm. | can seeit, Rochdle! Our motto will be: " Some People
Arelnnocent.” (beat) What'll you do, Rochelle?

A moment. What will ROCHELLE do?

SAVANNAH (CONT’'D)
Listen, for achange, for the next, right thingto do. Then do that.

ABBY enters. She has the red scrapbook and
wears her backpack.
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ABBY
Hey. | didn't want to interrupt, but you'retaking forever. I'veredly got to get going.
(turnsto SAVANNAH) Savannah, there's no way to properly thank you, / but-

SAVANNAH
Take care of yoursdlf.

They hug Raly sounds.

SAVANNAH (CONT’D)
Where€ syour car?

ABBY
Right ... across the park. I’ ve gotta go.

SAVANNAH looks at ROCHELLE, and nods
a ABBY.

ROCHELLE
Abby ... let meget your car. I'll, uh, bringit around the west side of the building.

ABBY gves ROCHELLE her key.

ABBY
Thanks! It’s parked kitty-corner to the bank: it’s thered Kia

ROCHELLE
(to ABBY) I'll meet youinten.

ROCHELLE dons her coat, crosses to the door.
She gets alittle lip-quivery.

ROCHELLE (CONT’D)
(to SAVANNAH) Savannah, | hopeyou know how sorry | am. | fed terrible. | wish
therewas away | could makeit right-

SAVANNAH unplugs the intercom and dumps
it in thetrash can. ROCHELLE and ABBY
stare. SAVANNAH then takes ROCHELLE' S
scarf from the chair, crosses and puts it around
ROCHELLE's neck.
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SAVANNAH
Don’t want to catch pneumoniaout there, sidesteppin’ the Klan. Good luck, Rochelle.

ROCHELLE
You too, Savannah.

ROCHELLE tosses the scarf over her shoulder,
exits. Raly applause.

ABBY
Thank you for the scrapbook. M ay be, when I'm back on my feet, and can scrape afew
penniestogether ... | want to make adonation to your library. I'd liketo gve back.

ABBY heads for the door.
SAVANNAH
Abby, beforeyou go-
ABBY
(turns) Yes?
SAVANNAH

Opd Anne handed you that biblethefirst day you arrived, is that right?

ABBY
Day One. Why?

SAVANNAH
(thinking) And you got the phone number of Cadeb’s money man ...?

ABBY
Theday &fter that. | told you. That’s when | figured out Cadeb was pulling the con.

SAVANNAH
(workingit out) Right. And that’s when you texted instructions to that phone number, as
if you were Caeb. And got the cash wired to Los Angdles... care of you.

ABBY
What ?

SAVANNAH
You could easily wipethe phone beforeyou gave it back. Caleb would be stuck.
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ABBY
Savannah, you said you believed me!

SAVANNAH
| do believeyou. Right up to the part you left out: the part whereyou end up with a
million dollars.

ABBY
You'reon Opa Anne s side?

SAVANNAH
(decides) Your dad needed y ou. And Abigail's descendants - your whole family - for
decades, and generations, you got bamboozled. (reflects) You gave Opd Anneevery
opportunity to sueyour god-blessed ass, and she refused, entirely on account of her own
racism.

ABBY
| should have expected as much from an Angels fan! (beat) You know what? Believe what
you want. What | believe, with my whole, beating heart, is that Justice bats last.

ABBY sets down thered scrapbook. ABBY
exits. SOUND CUE: M usic. A traditional
Tennessee song like DANIEL IN THE LION'S
DEN ... slowly seguesinto TENNESSEE by
Arrested Development.

SAVANNAH opens red scrapbook. As she
turns the pages, she finds an envelope hand-
lettered with "SAVANNAH". Puzzled, she
looks at the door, then a the envelope.
SAVANNAH rips open the envelope. Cash
tumbles out: awholelot of hundred-dollar hills.

She gathers up the money and begns counting
it. She begns to laugh. Quick blackout. End of

play.



