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Curtain Calls: Machiavelli’s infamous political treatise ‘The Prince’ explored in Berkeley

Written and directed by Gary Graves, Central Works’ final production in its 36th year is an epic two-part piece

Photo courtesy of Robbie Sweeny
From left, Kevin Singer, Michael Ray Wisely, Mark Farrell, Marah Sotelo and Brennan Pickman-Thoon in Central Works' epic, original
production of "The Prince" at Berkeley City Club through Sept. 6.

By SALLY HOGARTY | Columnist
PUBLISHED: July 13, 2026 at 5:30 AM PDT

Two exceptional local theaters give audiences a glimpse of classical works examined through more modern eyes beginning with Berkeley’s Central Works.

RELATED ARTICLES

Curtain Calls: Discover who makes the The theater, which prides itself on developing and producing original works, has selected a fitting final production
magic happen in the musical

c | capping its 36 years of bringing fascinating new works to the Bay Area. Written and directed by Gary Graves, the
‘Carousel’

company’s final work is an epic two-part piece exploring Machiavelli’s infamous political treatise “The Prince.” The
Curtain Calls: Oakland Theater work represents Graves’ decades-long exploration of Niccoldo Machiavelli and the political world of Renaissance

Project’s season examines freedom in Florence.

America
“I've been wrestling with the story of Niccold Machiavelli’s ‘life and times,’ his intersection with so many remarkable

characters from history, and his whole angle on the nature of power politics in the world, for almost my entire adult
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Curtain Calls: Comedy ‘You Can’t Take life,” said Graves. “The story has been through many different versions and forms.”
It With You’ coming to Martinez
Part 1 follows the young Machiavelli’s entry into Florentine politics and his encounter with the ruthless Duke Cesare
Curtain Calls: Enlist to watch ‘AFew  Borgia. Part 2 traces Machiavelli's rise as a political strategist, his dealings with Leonardo da Vinci and
Good Men’ at Berkeley's Live Oak Michaelangelo, his exile and his attempt at redemption.
Theater
Curtain Calls: Climate change turns
into a laughing matter in East Bay
satire ‘Continuity’
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Performed in rotation, Parts 1 and 2 show a shifting world of ambition, ideology, art and survival full of relentless political stratagems.

A cast of five versatile actors bring all the historical characters to life. The show features Mark Farrell, Brennan Pickman-Thoon, Kevin Singer, Marah Sotelo

and Michael Ray Wisely.
Part | plays Thursday through Sept. 6, with Part Il from July 30 through Sept. 6 at Berkeley City Club on 2315 Durant.

For tickets, call 510-558-1381 or go to centralworks.org/the-prince-parts-1-2.
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