This two-part play reveals the man behind Machiavelli’s ‘The Prince’ https://www .sfchronicle.com/entertainment/theater/article/central-works-...

= San Francisco Chronicle e-Edition

Trending: ‘Explosive’ diarrhea parasite | One City Day | Undersea cable offline | Pacific heat record | Capital gainstax | Unmetcare | Alin

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT // THEATER

This two-part play reveals the man behind Machiavelli’s “The Prince’
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Brennan Pickman-Thoon, from left, Mark Farrell, Marah Sotelo, Kevin Singer and Michael Ray Wisely in Central Works’
“The Prince Part1.”

Robbie Sweeny/Central Works

{3 Listen Now:
This two-part play reveals the man behind Machiavelli’s “The Prince’ 1x <

About 1 Minute

DATEBOOK PICK

It’s hard to think of a theater artist more dedicated to Niccold Machiavelli than playwright and Central Works

Co-Director Gary Graves.
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This two-part play reveals the man behind Machiavelli’s ‘The Prince’ https://www .sfchronicle.com/entertainment/theater/article/central-works-...

“The Prince Part 1”°: 7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, July 16-18; 5 p.m. Sunday, July 19. In repertory with “The Prince Part 2” through Sept. 6.
$35-$45. Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant Ave., Berkeley. 510-558-1381. https://centralworks.org

He wrote and directed “Machiavelli’s The Prince” in 2009, followed by a prequel, “The Lion and the Fox,” in
2014. His 2023 play “Mondragola” imagined the Renaissance political theorist as a broke playwright penning

3

sex farces, while 2025°’s “The Contest” pitted the thinker — most famous for the idea that it’s better to be

feared than loved — against Leonardo da Vinci.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

In April, the 36-year-old company dedicated to world premieres announced it would close at the end of 2026.

So it’s only fitting that Graves conclude Central Works by returning to a favorite theme.

Impressively, he still has more to say about Machiavelli — two three-hour shows’ worth.

Datebook Picks
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This two-part play reveals Why the best part of S.F. In S.F. debut, Iris Comp:
the man behind Godzillafest 2026 isn’t a draws on T.S. Eliot and
Machiavelli’s “The Prince’ Godzilla movie Buddhism in “The Still 1

“The Prince Part 1,” which begins performances Thursday, July 16, follows Machiavelli’s beginnings in
Florentine politics. “Part 2,” opening two weeks later, sees him come into his own as the ultimate political

pragmatist. The two parts run in repertory through Sept. 6.

July 10, 2026
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